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ap By the aid of an-extra half-sheet, as SUPPLE. 
MENTARY to our last number, we are enabled to 
dispose of another long series of documents—and 
yet another, concerning our relations with Spain, 
already waits to occupy our pages. When the lat- 
ter is finished, (and we hope to give as much of 
the correspondence next week as will suffice every 
useful purpose) we shall proceed more leisurely 
with the rest of the documents laid before con- 
gress, and give to the Reersrer a greater variety of 
matter—of which we have enough, original and 
selected, now on hand, to fill several sheets. Still, 
subdivisions of documents shall be avoided as much 
as possible—there is nothing more mortifying than 
to have an important series broken into many pieces, 
whereby its interest, as well as utility, is materia! ly 
lessened—though convinced that some prefer pre- 
sent gratification to future accommodation. 

Pressed as we are for room, we have much re- 
gretted our inability to pay our customary atten- 
tion to the affairs of the respective states—but 
‘nothing important concerning them shall on that 
account fail to be registered; and no reasonable pe- 
cuniary sacrifice shall be wanting to bring up lee. 
Way as Soon aS we can. 

The National Intelligencer, of Thursday, contains 
a long leiter from the president of tie bank of the 
United States to the secretary of the treasury, ac 
companying the report to congress of the state of 
that institution—which the editors of that paper 
intimate is the on/y thing materially important in the 
report, except what we have already copied, and 
also inserted in this work—see page 228, and the 
present number. 

It is impossible to squeeze this letter into this 
sheet. It shall be inserted in our next. We may 
only observe for the present, that .the writer of it 
is a very inge: ious Man. ' 








and as rational beings may be subjects of the king» 
my master, are deemed by me insurgents or rebels 
against the authority not only of his Catholic ma- 
jesty, but also of the proprietors from whose ser- 
vice they have withdrawn themselves; some, se- 


duced by the English col. Edward Nicolls, major }. 


Woodbine, and their agents, and others from their 
inclination to run off. But as you excellency ma- 
nifests a particular desire, that, in case the fort was 
not erected by Spanish authority, I should state by 
whose order it was erected, I have no difficulty in 
satisfying your curiosity by informing you, that 1 
have understood, ever since my arrival at this 
pluce, that the said fort, and another near the con- 
fluence of the Chatahouche and Flint rivers, (which 
it appears no longer exists) were built by order of 
the before named col. Nicolls. I will not assure you 
he did it under authority from his gavernment, but 
I can say, he proceeded to place artillery, muni. 
tions and provisions in it by the arrangement of 
vice admiral Malcolm, and that when col. Nicolls, 
and the troops of his detachment, after the conciu- 
sion of the expedition against Louisiana, withdrew 
from that point, he left orders with the negroes 
totally contrary to the incontestible right of so- 
vereignty, which the king, my master, exercises, 
trom the line of the 31 degree ofnorth latitude, to 
Vos. XV.——23. 


the south. My predecessors in the government 
have given an account of all these actions to the 
authorities on whom they depended, that the Ru- 
tisfaction which the violation’ required might he 
demanded by those on whom this duty devojves. 

I think 1 have answered your excellency’s letter 
satisfactorily, and in terms which cannot leave a 
doubt of the sincerity of my intentions. in favor of 
the common cause of the American and Spanis" 
inhabitants, and that my present inaction does not 
proceed from a want of inclination. 

I likewise flatter myself, that, until my captain 
general decides, no steps will be taken by the go- 
vernment of the United States or by your excel- 
lency, which may be prejudicial {o the sovereign- 
ty of the king, my master, in the district of Appa- 
lachicola, which is a dependency of this govern- 
ment. And finally I conclude, by assuring your 
excellency, that it will afford me particular satis- 
faction, to have opporiunities of evincing my de- 
sire, not only ‘to coniribute, so far as depends on 
me, to the cementing of the good understanding 
which subsists between our respective govern- 
ments, but, also to prove to your excellency the 
high opinion I entertain of your virtues and mili- 
tary talents. “. 

God preserve your excellency many yerrs. 

MAURICIO DE ZUNIGA. 
Pensacola, 26th May, 1816*. 

His excellency A. Jackson. 

Head-Quarters, Division South, 

Before St. Marks, 6th April, 1818. § 
, Str—To chastise a savage foe, who, combine.1 
with a lawless band of negro brigands, have foy 
some time past been carrying on a cruel and un- 
provoked war against the citizens of the United 
States, has compeiled the president to direct me 
to march my army into Florida. I have pene‘ra- 
ted to the Mickasuky towns and reduced them to 
ashes. 

In thase towns I found many indications of 2 
hostile spirit. On ared pole in the centre of the 
council house of Kenhagas town, more than fifty 
fresh scalps, of all ages, fromthe infant to the 
aged matron, were found suspended. 

In addition to this, upwards of three hundred 
old scalps were found in the dwellings of the dif- 
ferent chiefs settled on the Mickasuky pond. 
Those barbarians, who escaped death, have fled. 
From information communicated by the governor 
of Pensacola to two of my captains, Gordon and 
Call, I was induced to believe they had fled to St. 
Marks for protection. The gov: rnor stated that 
the Indians and negroes had demanded of you 
large supplies of munitions of war, with a threat, 


in the event of a refusal, of taking possession of 


your fortress. He further expressed an apprehen- 
sion, that from your defenceless state, they were 
already in possession of St. Marks. 
Chepubby, a noted chief, now a prisoner in my 





*this letter had its dave printed “March o, 
1818,” and also appears to have been misplaced ax 
to its order. As advised by the editors of the Na. 
tional Intelligencer, we have corrected the dat~, 
but it is not in our power to fx the order of it, 
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camp, informed me, that the bostile Indians and a expectations of obtaining powder and ball, 


negro.s obtained their supply of ammunition from 
St Marks. 

To prevent the recurrence of so gross a violati- 
on of neutrality, and te exclude our savage ene- 
mics from so strong a hold as St. Marks, I deem 
it expedient to garrison that fortress with Ameri- 
can troops, until the close of the present war. 
This measure is justifiable on the immutable prjn- 
ciple of self defence, and cannot but be satisfacto- 
ry, vader the existing circumstances, to his catho- 
lic majestv the king of Spain. Under existing 
treatics between our two governments, the king 
of Spain is bound to preserve in peace with the 
citizens of the United States, not only hisown sub: 
jects, but all the Indian tribes residing within his 
territory. When called upon to fulfil that part 
of the treaty, in relation to a savage tribe, who 
have long depredated with impunity on the Ame- 
rican frontier, incompetency is alleged, with an 
acknow!edgment, that the same tribe have acted 
in open hostility to the laws, and invaded the rights 
of bis catholic majesty. As a mutual enemy, there- 
fore, it is expected that every facility will be af- 
forded by the agents of the king of Spain to chas- 
tise these lawless and inhuman savages. In this 
light is the possession of St. Marks by the Ameri- 
can forces to be viewed. 

I come not as the enemy, but as the friend of 
Spain. Spanish rights and property will be re. 
spected. The property and rights of Spainish sub- 
jects willbe guaranteed them. An inventory of 
all public property, munitions of war, &c. shall be 
made out and certified by an officer appointed by 
eich of us, a.d a receipt given for the same, to be 
accounted for to his catholic majesty by the United 
Staies. Fhe subject of my possession of the gar- 
rison of St. Marks, will be referred to our respec- 
tive governments for amicable adjustment. Some 
armed vessels of the United States are in the bay 
of St. Marks, with whom I wish to communicate. 
You will [ trust, furnish me with a small vessel to 
convey a letter, as well as some sick and wounded 
that are with me. Asour mutual savage enemies 
are concentrating their forces near or on the Su- 
wany, an early and prompt answer is requested to 
this ietter, with an English translation, as nei:her 
myself or staff are acquainted with the Spanish. 

“!his will be handed to you by aid-de-camp, lieut. 
James Gadsden, by whom an answer is expected. 

1 lave, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen. comd’g. 
The commanding officer at St. Marks. 


(TRANSLATED Cory.) 
St. Marks, Apalache, 7th April, 1818. 

Most excellent sir—Being made to understand, 
although with the greatest difficulty, the contents 
of the letter with which your excellency honored 
me yesterday evening, delivered to me by your 
aid-de-camp James Gadsden, I will declare to 
your excellency the satisfaction the knowledge of 
the resuit of your expedition against Mickasooky 
has afforded me. That such would be the event 
could not be doubted, on considering. the superior 
talents and skilfal conduct of your excellency, 
‘and to these must be attributed the success, on 
which I tender you my most cordial congratula- 
ations. 

My chief, the governor of Pensacola, had, in 
truth, reason to mention to your captains Gordon 
and Call, what your excellency states to me, and 
to entertain fears for the fate ofthis fort, menaced 
by Indians and negroes, for some months past, and 


which they have so repeatedly solicited, and to, 
which they thought themselves entitled, from the 
practice which existed, of supplying them annual- 
ly therewith. This proves how entirely unfound- 
ed is the assertion of the wife of the chief Che. 
nubbee, that the Indians have been supplied with 
munitions in this fort, since EF was advised, and 1 
determined to maintain the most strict neutrality. 
No one can better remove from your excellency’s 
mind, any unfavorable impression you may have 
formed on this subject than the bearer, William 
Hambly, ashe has at various times interpreted to 
me the solicitations of the several Indian chiefs, 
in my neighborhood, and he can also inform you 
of the advice I always gave them, to avoid the de. 
struction which has overtaken them, and which f 
foresaw from the beginning. 

This being realised, and there being now no mo. 
tive to fear any insult to the fort from these bar- 
barians and the negroes, I beg permission of your 
excellency to call your attention to the difficulty I 
should involve myselfin with my government, if ¥ 
were presently to assent to what your excellency 
proposes to me, to garrison this fort with the 
troops of the United States, without first receiv- 
ing its orders. Such I will solicit immediately an 
opportunity offers, and I do net for a moment 
doubt that they will be given to me; so zealous 
is my government to comply with the stipulations 
between her and the United States. In the inte- 
rim, Ehope your excellency will desist from your 
intention, and be firmly persuaded of the good 
faith and harmony which will reign between this 
garrison and whatever troops you may think fit 
to leave in this vicinity, who may assist me in the 
def+nce of this fort on any unforeseen event. 

The sick your excellency sent in, are lodged in 
the royal hospital, and I have afforded them every 
aid which circumstances admit. I hope your ex- 
cellency will give me other opportunities of evinc- 
ing the desire I have to satisfy you. 

I trust your excellency will pardon my not an- 
swering you as soon as requested, for reasons 
which have been given you by your aid-de-camp. 
Ido not accompany this with an English translation 
as your excellency desires, because there is no 
one in the fort capable thereof: but the before nam- 
ed Wm. Hambly proposes to translate it to your 
excellency in the best manner he can. 

May our Lord preserve your excellency many 
years. Such is my prayer. 

Most excellent sir, Ekiss your excellency’s hands. 
Your most devoted and obedient servant, 

FRANCISCO CASO ¥ LUENGO. 
The most excellent Andrew Jackson, 
general in chief of the troops of the 
United States, before St. Marks. 


Head-Quarters, Division of the South, 

Camp near St. Marks, 17th April, 1818. § 
Str—I refer you to my communication of yester- 
day for the motives which have compelled me to 
occupy the fort of St. Marks. I again repeat, that 
I have entered the territory of Spain as a friend, to 
chastise a mutual enemy of both nations, and whom 
his catholic majesty was bound, under the most 
sacred of treaties, to have punished himself. Pe- 
cutiar circumstances, however, have prevented, 
and it was, therefore, expected that every facility 
would have been given to the American arms, to 
have ensured success to their operations. Fhe 
occupation of St. Marks is essential to the accom- 
plishment of my campaign, and is peculiarly so at 





nurticularly since they have Deen disappointed in 


this period, when evidence is derived from every 
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source, of the designs of the negroes and Indians 

against that fortress. They are now concentrating 

with the intention of taking possession of St. 

Marks, the moment my army moves from its vici- 

nity;~ ihe disloding them from which will cost me 

more American blood than I am disposed should 

be shed. Success to my operations requires dis- 

patch, you will excuse, me therefore, in refusing 

your request that a suspension should be granted 

until a permit is obtained from your government, 

and on imsisting that St. Marks shoufid be imme- 
diately occupied by American troops. 

Major Fanning, mty inspector general, and lieut 
Simmons of the ordnance department, are appoint- 
ed to act with one or two officers nominated on 
your part, to take an inventory of, and inspect all 
public property in the Fort of St. Marks, for which 
receipts will be given, in the name of the Ameri- 
can government, 

Any disposition which you would wish made 
with the private property of yourself, officers and 
soldiers, or any other arrangements gratifying to 
yourself, will be settled by my aids-de-camp, lieut. 
Gadsden and Glassel. 

ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen. comd’g. 
Bon Francisco Caso Luengo, 

Commanding Fort St. Marks. 
TRANSLATED COPY. 
Apalache, 7th April, 1818. 

F Most excellent sir: I should insist on whatI 
stated to your exceilency in my letter of the 
morning, aS to the necessity of awaiting orders 
from the governor of Pensacola for the delivery of 
the fort under my command, were [ not, in addition 
to what your excellency says in your answer, 
threatened by your aid-de-camp and the other of- 
ficers appointed to negociate on the subject, and 
had not so large a body of troops entered, without 
awaiting my permission, and taken’ possession of all 
the stores and posts, lowering ithe Spanish flag, and 
hoisting the American. 

So manifest a@iolation of the territory of his Ca 
tholic majesty obliges me to complain of it, and to 
protest against it; and I accordingly do proiest 
aginst it, and beg of your excellency to provide 
me, as speedily as possible, the vessels necessary 
to transport me to Pensacola, together with the 
troops and those persons who are in the royal em- 
ploy; and, also, to give orders that, in the interim, 
the private property and effects of every Spanish 
individual here be respected. With respect to the 
public property of his Catholic mujesty, I have no- 
minated the subaltern officer of the detachment, 
and commissary ‘of the fort, to make, with three 
officers whom you name to me, an inventory thereof 

I repeat to your excellency my respects, and 
prayers to God io preserve your life many years. 
— excellent sir, I kiss your excellency’s 

vands. 

Your most obedient and devoted servant, 

FRANCISCO CASO Y LUENGO. 

The most excellent Andrew Jackson, 

General of the troops of the U.S. 
before St.,Marks. 


Heid quarters, division south, 
camp near St. Marks, 7th April, 1818. 

Str—I have received your protest agaiiist my 
proceedings. The occupancy of Fort St, Marks by 
my troops, previous to your assenting to the mea. 
sure, became necessary, from the difficulties 
thrown in the way of an amicable adjustment, not- 
Withstanding my assurances that every arrange- 
ment should be made to your satisfaction, and ex- 
pressing a wish that my movements against our 


common enemy should not be retarded by a tedi~ 
ous negociation. J again repeat what has been rei- 
terated to you, through my aid-de camp, Lt. Gads- 
den, that your personal rights and private proper- 
ty shall be respected; that your situation shall he 
made as comfortable as practicable while compelled 
to remain in Fort St. Marks, and that transports 
shall be furnished as soon as they can he obtained, 
i seen ee yourself, family, and command to Pensa- 
cola. 

1 daily expect some vessels from the bay of An- 
Palachicola: as soon as they arrive, the most sultm- 
ble shall be selected for said purpose. 

ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen.comg. 

Don Francisco Cass3 Luengo, 

governor of St. Marks. 


(TRANSLATED COPY.) 
Pensaeola, 15th Avril, 1818. 

Most excellent sir—your excellency’s iettcr of 
the 25th of last month, has been delivered to me, 
and also that of the 26th in answer to mine of the 
16th of February lest. 

I have the honor to advise your excellency of the 

receipt of both, and to answer the former. 
} In the month of May, af the last year, froma spi: 
rit of conciliation, I permitted a cargo of provist- 
ons, which the schooner Mobittera had brought 
from New Orleans to this place, to pass up the Es- 
cambia to Fort Crawford; influenced by the same 
sentiments, I madea similar concession to capt. 
Gall, assenting to the transporting of the cargo 
brought by the schooner Italiana, in January last, 
to the said destination; and more lately, in coniinu- 
ance of the same amicable and conciliatory spirit, 
[ consented that lieut. Eddy, of the garrison of the 
before named fort, (commissioned by its comman- 
der, major Young, for the purpose,) should procure 
sixty barrels of provisions inthis place; and the 
cargo of the schooner Italiana, which is, ot ought 
tu be, deposited here, not being yet exported, I 
do not think the further introduction of provisions, 
which your excellency asks, at present necessary; 
but, nevertheless, I infer from your excellency’s 
letter, that these provisions are already on their 
passage, in pursuance of the suffcrance hitherto 
accorded, and observing the restrictious and course 
established, that is, to consign them to a Spanish 
cominercial house, who will take care to forward 
them,and pay the royal duties of import and export, 
I wiil allow the same destination to be given them 
as to the former, provided that the government of 
the United States shall not set up, or derive any 
right, either now or hereafter, from these purely 
gratuitous concessions, as I make them from the 
oblization of existing circumstances, which d» not 
admit of supplying the garrison of the before nam- 
ed fort Crawford by any other way. 

In accordance with the declaration of your ex. 
cellenty, when you add, that it isnoy your inten. 
tion to enter into a discussion with me, in relation 
to the right which the United States, may claim to 
the free navigation of the Escambia; so neither is 
it mine to discuss this subject with your excellen. 
cy, as well because, it does not fall within my cu- 
ties, gas that, being a subordinate officer, I ain 
bound to obey the superior en whom I depend, it 
being my duty, uatil | receive instructions to the 
contrary, to be gaverned, on this head, by the trea- 
ties existing between the United States and Spain; 
and in the last of awity, limits and navigation, I do 
not see the before named rivers mentioned, but 
the sovereignty of the king, my master, over all 
the territories, rivers, coasts, ports and harbors ly- 





ing south of 31 degrees north, solemnly and ex- 
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 plicitly recognized by the United States; and, if ex- 
“traordinary existing circumstances should require 


any further temporary concessions not explained 
im the said treaty, I request your excellency to 


“have the goodness to apply in future, for the ob- 


taining of them, to the proper authority, as for 
my part, I possess no power whatever in relation 
thereto. May God preserve you many years. 
JOSE MASOT. 
Tlis excellency, A. Jackson, | 
Major-genéral commancing. 





f Enclosure in general Jackson's letter preceding.) 
Head quarters, division sonth, Fort St. Marks, April 27, 1818. 
Afur I left ims. port for St. Juan, to disperse and 
destroy the mutual enemy of Spain and the United 
States, asmail schoonor with menand supplies ar- 
rived from Pensacola, and wastaken possession of 


_ and detained by my officer left in comman?. This 
_ vessel has been liberated with all her effects, ex- 


cepting some clothing of the U. States, accompa- 
nied with an invoice, and which has been detained, 
as supposed to be a part of that taken on board the 
boats within the territory of this republic, in which 
lieut. Scott, of the United States army, with his 
command, were so inhumanly massacred. 
Jregret being compelled to state to you, that 
frou the papers and other proofs, taken at St. 
Juan’s,the quantity of American cattle found at St. 
Marks and purchased by me from the commissary 
of the post, and the intercourse kept up between 
this post and the hostile Indians, there is too much 
ground to believe that the Indians have been en- 
couraged, aided and abetted by the officers of Spain 
in this cruel war against the United States. Proof 
positive exists that the Indians were supplied with 
ammunition by the late commandant of St. Marks. 
"rhe United States’ clothing being found on board 
of a vessel in the employ of the government of Spain, 
sulling from Pensacola direct for this port, compels 
me to call on you for a statement in what manner 
you came possessed of said clothing. The good 
understanding that so happily exists between his 
Catholic majesty and the United States, formed 
just ground to believe that his agents would have 
discountenanced this cruel and savage war against 
the citizens of this republic. Spain, too weak to 
comply with her treaties with the United States, 
or chastise her own savage subjects waging war 
against a friendly nation, it was scarcely to be be. 
lieved that her officgrs would have been detected 
in aiding and abetting the enemy, assisting with 
the intelligence of our movements, and purchasing 
the property depredated ofus. America, just to 
her trcaties, and anxious to maintain peace with the 
world, cannot and will not permit sucha savage 
war to be carried on in disguise any longer. © Asy- 
luins have been granted to the persons and proper. 
ty of an Indian foe (fugitives from the territory of 
the United States.) Facilities deemed by me ne- 
cessary toterminaieé a war, which, under existing 
treaties, should have been maintained by Spain, for 
feeding my troops and liberating the subjects of 
Spain imprisoned by the Indians, have all been de- 
nied by the officers of his Catholic majesty. All 
the facts prove the unjust conduct of Spanish 
agents in Florida. It cannot be longer tolerated, 


and, although arcpublic fond of peace, the United 


States know her rights, and at the expense of war 
wiil maintain them. 
ANDDEW JACKSON, 
Major-general cominanding. . 
Don Joss Masor, ; 
Governor of Pensacola. 


a 


Head quarters, division of the south. 
Adjutant general’s office, Fort Gadsden, 
Appalachicola river, Sd May, 1818. 

Srr—I have the honor to report, that the army 
under theimmediate command of major general 
Andrew Jackson took up the line of march on the 
26th day of March last, with eight days rations, 
and lay in advance of this post about six miles on 
the 29th at Ochlochaway river, when nineteen ca- 
“noes were made, and the principal part of the army 
crossed by 8 o’clock, P. M: On this evening bre- 
vet major Twiggs, of the 7th infantry, was detach- 
ed wit) one company and about two hundred war. 
riors, with orders: to advance on an Indian village 
called Tallahasse, and surprise it at day-break. On 
his near approach, he dispatched a party to ascer- 
tain its situation, who reported it evacuated some 
days before, on the morning of the SIst he entered 
the village, having previously sent out parties to 
reconnoitre; two of the enemy were made prisoners, 
one of whom made his escape from the Indians be- 
fore he was brought into camp. Thearmy passed 
the village about 12 o’clock, and encamped near 
Mickasuky, when intelligence was received of the 
approach of a detachment of mounted volunteers, 
from Tennessee, under the command of lieut. co- 
lonal Elliott, near four bundred stong. On tlie 
morning of the Istof April, the army formed and 
halted until their arrival, when they were ordered 
to form the advance of each Hank, with captains 
Russel and Evans’s companies, as spies, with cap- 
tain John Gordon. The army now advanced with. 
in 13 miles of Kinghajah’s Town, when a number of 
Indians were discovered herding cattle in the mar- 
gin of a large pond: The general ordered the right 
and lefi columns to advance, with a view of cutting 
off their retreat, and the same time instructed the 
advance light company under major Muhlenberg, 
the guard, major Nicks, together with the small 
companies composing his hfe guard, under cap- 
tains Dunlap and Crittenden, to advance, in support 
of the spies, in the event of « general engagement. 
The spy companies commenced the attack, and a 
brisk running fire was kept up on: both sides for 
some minutes, when the enemy divided, the spy 
companies pursuing those on the right, and lieuten- 
ant colonel Elliott, having turnwed their flank, 
became generally engaged, and bore them over to 
the left column, under the. command of lieut. col. 
Mitchell, within half gun shot of each other, when 
they were assailed by both flanks and would ait 
have fallen, bad not the volunteers taken up the 
impression (from the similarity of dress) that some 
of the friendly -warriors had reached in pursuit of 
the enemy, which: occasioned the firing to cease for 
a short time, when a number made good their re- 
treat into the swamp; captain Crittenden’s com- 
pany being on horseback, was unable to reach the 
head of lieutenant colonel Elliotts column, when 
tliey dismounted and operated against the enemy. 
Major Muhlenberg’s company, the advance guard, 
and captain Dunlap’s company, being on foot was 
was not able toreach the scene of action in time. 
The right column of Georgia militia on nearing the 
pond filed round it, and col. King, with his regi- 
ment, Was ofdered to advance through it to support 


‘the column of horse, sould it be found necessary, 





which was executed by the colonel with great 
promptness. he concuct of the officers and sol 
diers engaged on this occasion, was, In every re- 
spect, praiseworthy. Our loss, one man of captain 
Andrew’s company kilied and four of captain Evans 
company of ‘l’ennessee volunteers wounded. The 
reports give 14 killed and several wounded of the 
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enemy, and four women prisoners, from whom we 
Jearned, that three hundred warriors had advanced 
from the town to aid those engaged, and, on seeing 
the advance of an army, fled precipitately. The 
army now advanced upon the town (which was 
found deserted) and on reaching the sguare, disco- 
vered ared pole planted at the council house, on 
which was suspended about fifty fresh scalps, taken 
from the heads ofextreme age, down ,to the ten- 
der infant, of both sexes, and in an adjacent house, 
nearthree hundred men; which bore the appearance 
of having been the barbarous trophies of settled 
hostility for three or four years past. 

The army continued the pursuit to a large pond 
of water, which is eight miles in length, varying 
in width from 600 to 4000 yards, and from two to 
five feet deep; through which the army passed, when 
the approach of night induced the commanding 
general to draw of histroops. On the succeeding 
morning brevet maj. gen. E. P. Gaines, with a 
large command, was ordered topass the lake or 
pond, and attack the other towns; but which he 
found abandoned by the enemy: the red pole was 
againfound planted in the square of Fowl Town, 
barbarously decorated with human scalps, of both 
sexes, taken within the last six months from the 
heads of our unfortunate citizens. Gen. M‘Intosh, 
who was with gen. Gaines, routed a small party of 
savages near Fowl Town, killed one negro and 
took three prisoners, on one of whom was found 
the coatof James Champion, of capt. Cummig’s 
company, 4th regiment of infantry, who was killed 
by the Indians on board of one of our boats de- 
scending the river to the relief of maj. Muhlenberg; 
this coat, with nearly ail capt. Cumming’s compa- 
ny’s clothing, was lost on board of lieut. Scott’s 
boat when he aad his party were massacred on the 
30th of November last. The pocket book of Mr. 
Leigh (who was murdered at Cedar Creek on the 
21st January last) was found in Kinghajah’s town, 
containing several letters addressed to the deceas- 
ed, and one to general Glaseock. About one thou- 
sund head of cattle fell into our hands, many of 
which were recognized by the Georgia militia as 
the brands and marks of their citizens. Near three 
thousand bushels of corn was found, with other ar- 
ticles useful to the army. Upwards of three hun. 
dred houses were consumed, leaving a tract of fer- 
tile country in ruin; where these wretches might 
have lived in plenty, but for the infernal machina- 
tions. of foreign traders, if not agents. The army 
remained at this point until the morning of the 5ih, 
When the march was resumed for St. Marks, before 
which it arrived on the evening of the 6th; and, af. 
ter communicating with the commanding officer, 
took pussession of that fortress on the following 
morning. Capt. M’Keever, of the navy, having 
sailed for St. Marks with some vessels, containing 
supplies for the army, was fortunate enough to en- 
uce on board his vessel in the river, Francis or Hil- 
lishajo and Homathlamicco, hostile chiefs of the 
Creek nation, and whose settled hostility have been 
severely felt by our citizens. The commanding 
feneral had them brought on shore, and ordered 
them to be hung, as an example to deter others 
from exciting these deluded wretches to future 
scenes of butchery. A man of the name of A. Ar- 
buthnot was also taken on the arrival of the army, 
and placed in close confinement. 

‘he troops having again received eight day’s 
rations, and a garrison detached for Fort St. Marks, 
the army marched on the 9th of April, destined for 
Suwany, Un the morning of the 12th, the officer 


the lowing of cattle and barking of dogs during 
the night; from which the general was induced to ~ 
send arunner to general McIntosh, who encamped 
a short distance in rear of the army, with instruc. 
tions to have the country below examined. Ia the | 
meantime, the army moved slowly in advance. 


a party, whoreturned to him a runner, reporting 
the discovery of a hostile party too strong for his 
little band of warriors. McIntosh moved against 
them with his whole force. A small detachment 
of different companies of.the Tennessee volun- 
teers, under colonels Dyer and Williamson, (they 
having joined the army on the evening of the 10th). 
were left at our encampment to search for horses; 
and, on hearing the report of major Kanard, form- 
ed themselves into a company, under captain Bell, 
who was with them, and moved to attack the ene- 
my, whom they found near a large swamp, endea- . 
voring to move of]. A spirited engagement ensu- 
ed, which resulted in the death of thirty-seven, 
and six men and ninety eight women and children 
prisoners, and our loss three killed and four wound~ 
ed of the friendly Indians. ‘he only woman, out 
of seven, whose life was spared at the massacre of 
lieut. Scott, was here recaptured by major Kanard. 
General McIntosh individually killed three of the 
enemy and captured one. _ The little band of Ten- 
nessee volunteers acted on this occasion as becomes 
their character, At the commencement of the ac- 
tion the army was halted, and a runver despatched 
to inform general McIntosh that any aid he might 
deem necessary, would be afforded, and that the 
army would remain until his arrival, which was not 
antil we encamped for the night. 

The enemy abandoned a number of horses, bogs, 
corn, and about 600 head of cattle. The army 
moved on the morning of the 13th, and on the suc- 
ceeding day our spies surprized a camp, consist- 
ing of two men, a woman, and two children. One 
of the men was killed—the others, with a small boy, 
slightly wounded; and the woman, unfortunately, 
not being distinguished in the swamp, received a 
wound, of which she died. 

At 3 o’clock, P. M. on the 26th, the army ar- 
rived at a large pond, within 6 miles of Bowlegs’ 
town, on Suwany river, where a few Indians, well 
mounted, discovered our advance. An attempt 
was made to overtake them; but the enfeebled state 
of our horses rendered it impracticable. Under 
hese circumstances, the general deemed it acvisa- 
ble to make the town bya forced march, not allow- 
ing the enemy time io cross the river and destroy 
their supplies. The manner of attack having been 
previously arranged, the army moved ranidiy, un- 
til, arriving near the large which flanks the 
town, when the troops changed position, conforma- 
bly to previous orders, and moved forward. The 
left flank, composed of colonel Williamson’s regi- 
ment of ‘ennessee volunteers, at the head of 
which a force of Indian warriors, under ‘(now col.) 
Kanard, soon came in contact, and warmly engag- 
ed the Indians and negroes; whist the right flank; 
composed of colonel Dyer’s regiment of Tennessee 
volunteers, with a like ferce of warriors, under 
general McIntosh, advanced near the river, to pre- 
vent the enemy from crossing. The centre advunc- 
ed in excellent order, and under the expectation 
of having to combat with the strengih of these 
towns, and the fugitives from Mickasuky; but, on 
reaching Bowlegs’ town, found it abandoned. The 
ieft flank, from the nature oi the groucd they had 
(o traverse, and colonel Kanard not adhering en- 








of the day reported, that thecentinels ha@ heard 


jtirely to the route designated, drove the Indians 


|General McIntosh dispatched major Kanard, with : 
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and negroes, (about 300) into the river, before 
the rig'st flank could occupy the desired position. 
The reports give 11 killed and 3 prisoners on the 
field; and it is believed many were killed and 
drowned in swimming the river, it being nearly 
30u yards wide. Colonel Kanard had 13 wounded, 
but one dangerously. About 2700 bushels of corn 
were obtained in the towns and neighboring 
swamps; near 90 head of cattle, and a number of 
borses. Our centinels, on the night of the 17th, 
took prisoners two white men (Ambrister and 
Cook,) and one negro, who had just retuthed from 
Arbuthnst’s vessel, at the mouth of Suwany. From 
the latter we obtained a letter written by A. Ar- 
buthnot to his son, in which he enumerates the ar- 
my of the United States, under the general’s com- 
mand, and requests him to inform his friend Bow. 
legs, that resistance would be fruitlese against 
such an overwhelming force, and to make over the 
river with all despatch; admonishing his son, at 
the same time, tosremove and secrete every thing 
which eould be removed. From Cook we learned, 
that this letter was read to the negroes and Indi- 
ans, when they immediately commenced crossing 
their families, and had just finished as we entered 
their towns. Upwards of three hundred houses 
were here consumed, the most of which were well 
built, and somewhat regular, extending near three 
miles up the river. On the morning of the 18th 
general Gaines was ordered, with a select com- 
mand, and a number of warriors, under general 
MelIntosh, to cross the Suwany river, in pursuit of 
the enemy, but found, on advancing about 6 miles, 
that they were dispersed in every direction, from 
the numerous trails, and too far advanced to over- 
tuke them, his command being short of supplies. 
A detachment of the warriors having advanced 
some distance, fell in with asmail party of the ene- 
my, killed three warriors, took some women and 
children, and five negroes. On the ssme morning, 
lieut. James Gadsden, aid-de-camp to the com- 
manding general, descended the Suwany river to 
its mouth, with captain Dunlap’s and a few of capt. 
Crittenden’s companies of the life guard, and a 
small detachment of the regulars, and captured, 
without difficulty, the schooner of A. Arbuthnot, 
which had brought supplies of powder and lead to 
the Indians and negroes, settled at Suwany. This 
vessel afforded the meatis of transporting our sick 
back to St. Marks. QOnthe evening of the 20th, 
general Glascock was ordered, at his request, to 
march his brigade by Mickasuky to Hartford, in 
Georgia, and captain Beil ordered to muster them 
out of service, and the army moved about 3-4 of 
a mile, preparatory to its return. On the 20th, 
general MeIntosh was ordered to proceed direst 
to Fort Scott, on Flint river, and an order furnish- 
ed him to the commanding officer to muster his 
warriors out o service. 

‘Che army reached Fort St. Marks on the 25th, 
having marched 28 miles on that day; and we were 
agreeably surprised in finding lieut. Gadsden had 
arrived safely that evening, from the mouth of Su- 
wany. On the 26th, a special court was ordered 
for the trial of A. Arbuthnot and Robert C. Am. 
brister; which court, on the documents and evi 
dence adduced, sentenced the first to be hung, and 
the latter to be shot. They were accordingly ex 
ecuted on the morning of the 29th. The arm 
moved and encamped four miies from St. Marks, 
on the evening of the 28th, and arrived at Fort 
Gadsden on the 2d inst. the general having previ- 
ously detached a garrison of two hundred men, 
ynder the command of brevet major Fanning, to 





occupy Fort St, Marks. I have only to add, that 
this army bas borne hardships and privations to a 
great extent, in a manner becoming soldiers and 
citizens of a nation proud of their liberties. The 
assistant topographical engineer will furnish a to. 
pographical report of the country through which 
the army operated; and I refer you to the enclosed 
sketches for information of our order of move. 
ment. 

And have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
most obedient servant, 

ROBERT BUTLER, adj. gen. 

Brig. gen. Daniel Parker, adj. and insp. gen. 





(TRANSLATED COPY.) 
Psnsacoza, 13th may, 1818. 

Most excellent sir: On the 10th inst. I received 
your excellency’s letter of the 27th of April last,. 
informing me that some articles of the clothing, 
used by the troops of the United States, and sup- 
posed to be part of those taken in the boat in which 
Lieut. Scott and his escort were so inhumanly mur- 
dered, were found in a small schooner, despatched 
from this port for that of Apalache, with provisions. 

Your excellency inquires af me in what manner 
these articles came into my possession; and you fur- 
ther state, that you feel yourself obliged to inform 
me, that the documents and the proofs found in St. 
Juan; the detention of American cattle, found in 
St. Marks; and the correspondence carried on be- 
tween this pust and the hostile Indians; are suffici 
ent to create a belief, that they were armed -and 
incited to this cruel war against the United States 
by the Spanish officers. : 

Your excellency adds, that there exist positive 
proofs that the Indians were supplied with muni- 
tions by the last commander of St. Marks; and you 
conclude by saying that an asylum has been granted 
here to the persons and property of the Indians, 
who are enemies to the United States, and fugitives 
from the American territory; and that these pro- 
ceedings, and the refusing to allow the passage of 
provisions for your troops, prove the unjust con- 
duct of the Spanish agents in the Floridas. 

I ‘shall answer the charges alleged in their pro- 
per order, with candour, and without evasion or re- 
servation. 

The first complaint made by your excellency is 
relative to the articles of clothing found on board 
the schooner Maria, and which have been detained 
on the supposition that they are the property of 
the United States. 

Part of these articles, as is proved by copy No. 
}], were purchased at New Orleans, in the month 
of May, last year; part came from the Havana, and 
part were purchased in this place. All this is es- 
tablished. he charge is, of course, done away; 
and your excellency’s question is satisfactorily an- 
swered. 

The succeeding one is more serious, and relates 
to the course observed of late by the governor of 
St. Marks, 

I immediately required of him an account of his 
conduct, and he made the communication found in 
copy No. 2. However, as your excellency affirms 
that you possess positive proofs of the misconduct 
of this officer, J must, as a necessary consequence, 
entreat you to submit them to me, that, the fact 


Y| being established, I may inflict on him deserved 


punishment. I assure your excellency, with the 


sincerity natural {to me, that he has acted in entire 
opposition to his instructions, and that, if your 
excellency will transmit me the proofs I request, 
he shall be brought before a council ef war, apa 
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punished with all the severity his trangressions de- 
serve; but your excellency will be just enough to 
allow, that the Spanish government cannot be re- 
sponsible for the misconduct of its agents, when it 
neither upholds them therein, nor suffers their mal- 
practices, being ascertained, to pass unpunished. 


The last complaints of your excellency have a 
personal and direct application to myself, and are 
relative to the asylum granted to the persons and 
property of the fugitive Indians; and to the passage 
of provisions up the Escambia. It is easy fcr me to 
remove these charges, and, I think, your excellen- 
cy will be satisfied with a short and true relation of 
facts. , 


With respect to the Indians, your excellency has 
assuredly been misinformed, as, although it is true 
that some remained here, the greater part of them 
were women and children, who procured a subsist- 
ence by furnishing the inhabitants with wood, fish, 
and other trifling objects, and were here before the 
present war with the Seminoles—others now and 
then assembled, on account of the war, but in very 
small numbers; as, when I had them collected, in 
compliance with the proposition made by major 
Young, they altogether amounted to eighty-seven, 
and assuredly, these few unarmed and miserable 
men were not hostile to the United States. The 
continual passing of American citizens from the 
trontier to this people, who travelled alone and un- 
armed among them, without being, at any time, in- 
sulted or molested in their persons or property, is 
a proof of this. 


With respect to the passage of provisions up the 
Escambia, I have not hitherto prevented it, but, on 
the contrary, have facilitated it, so far as I was able, 
and my limited powers have permitted, evento the 
compromitting of myself, for, being only a subor- 
dinate officer, I could not consent to it, as it is un- 
authorised; but I took the responsibility on myself, 
in consideration of existing circumstances; and so I 
stated to your excellency in my letter of the 15th 
of last month, which I wrote to you by major Per- 
rault, and to which I refer you, in support of my 
assertion. Now, that the free commerce of this 
people with those of the interior is declared admis- 
sible by higher authority, there will, in future, be 
no difhculty in allowing the merchants to transport 
from hence to fort Crawford, and other forts on the 
frontier, as well by water as by land, whatever pro- 
visions and effects they may need or desire; by 
which means, these posts will, readily, be provi- 
sioned, and your excellency will be satisfied. 

I think { have answered your excellency’s letter 
satisfactorily, and in a manner which can leave no 
doubt of the sincerity of my intentions, and which 
€vinces my desire to contribute, so far as depends 
en me, to the good understanding existing between 
our respective governments. 

God preserve your excellency many years. 

JOSE MASOT. 

His excellency, ANpnew Jackson, maj. gen, of 

the army of the United States. 


TRANSLATED COPY. 

It having come to my knowledge that you have 
passed the frontiers with the troops under your 
command, and that you are in the territory of this 
province of West Florida, which is subject to my 
government, I solemnly protest against this proce- 
dure, as an offence towards my sovereign, exhort- 
1g you, and requiring of you, in his name, to re- 
tire from it, as, if you do not, and continue your 
aggressions, I shall repel force by force. 

The consequence in this case will, dowbtless, be 





- 


the effusion of blood, and also, an interruption of 
the harmony which has hitherto reigned between 
our respective nations; but, as the repeller of an 
insult has. never been deemed the aggressor, you 
will be responsible both to God and man, for 4ll the 
fatal consequences which may result. 

God preserve you many years. 

JOSE MASOT. 

The commander of the American troops. 

A copy of this protest was addressed to general 
Andrew Jackson, and sent by a Spanish officer, 
meeting the Ameriean army shortly after it had 
passed the Escambia river. 7 

J. GADSDEN, aid de camp. 


Heap-Quarrers, Division of fhe South, ?- 
Fort Montgomery, June 2.  §, 

SIR—In a communication to you of the 5th May, 
I detailed at length the operations of my army up to 
that period. Leaving a strong garrison of regulars 
i Forts Scott and Gadsden, | resumed my merch 
with a small detachment of the 4th regiment of in- 
fantry, one company of artillery, and the effective s 
of the Tennessee volunteers, the whole not exceed» 
ing twelve hundred men, to fulfil my intentions cen- 
municated to you, of scouring the country west of 
the Appalachicola river. On the tenth of May my 
army crossed that river at the Ochesee village, and 
after a fatiguing, tedious and circuitous march of 
twelve days, misled by the ignorance of our pilots, 
and exposed to the severest of privations, we finally 
reached and effected a passage over the Escambia. 
On my march on the 23d of May, a protest from the 
Governor of Pensacola was delivered to me by a 
Spanish officer, remonstrating in warm terms against 
my proceedings, and ordering me and my forccs in- 
stantly to quit the territory of his Catholic Majesty, 
with a threat to apply force in the event of a non- 
compliance—this was so open an indication of a hos- 
tile feeling on his part, after having been early and 
well advised of the objects of my operations, that 1 
hesitated no longer on the measures to be adopted. 
I marched for and entered Pensacola with only the 
shew of resistance, on the 24th of May. The Goa- 
vernor had previously fled to Fort Carlos de Barraii- 
cas, where it is said he resolved upon a mrost despe- 


rate resistance; a correspondence ensued between . 
us, accompanying this, marked A, detailing my me- 
tives for wishing and demanding that Pensacola and 
its dependencies be occupied with an American gar“ 


rison. The package marked B, are documents sib- 
stantiating the charges in part against the conduct of 
the Spanish Governor having knowingly and wilftslly 
admitted the savages, avowedly hostile to the United 
States, within the town of Pensacola. The peacea. 
ble surrender of the fort at the Barrancas was de- 
nied; I marched for, and invested it on the evening 
of the 25th of May, and on the same night pushed re- 
connoitering parties under its very guns. On the 
morning of the 26th, a military reconnoisance was 
taken, and’on the same night a lodgment was made, 
under a fire from the Spanish garrison, by Captain 
Gadsden of the Engineers, aided by Captains Call 
and Young, on a commanding position, within three 
hundred and eighty-five yards of the Spanish works, 
and a nine pounder mounted; a howitzer battery was 
simultaneously established on the capital of, und 
within seven hundred and fifty yards of the Fort. 
At day-light onthe 27th, the Spanish garrison open. 
ed their artillery on our batteries; a parley wwas 
sounded, a flag sent in, and the surrender of for: 
Carlos de Barrancas again demanded: the favoraile 
positions obtained were pointed out, and the inutility 
of resistance urged. Anxious to avoid an open con- 
test, and to save the effusion of blood, the same 
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terms previously offered were again tendered.— 
‘These were rejected, and offensive operations re- 
commenced. A spirited and well-directed fire was 
kept up the greater part of the morning, and at in- 
tervals during the afternoon. In the evening a flag 
was sent from the Spanish Commandant, offering to 
capitulate, and’a suspension of hostilities was gran- 
ted until 8 o’clock the next day, when the enclosed 
articles of capitulation, marked C, were signed and 
apreed to. The terms are more favorable than a 
conguered enemy would have merited; but, under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, my object 
obtained, there was no motive for wounding the 
feelings of those whose military pride or honor had 

rompted to the resistance made. The articles, 
with but one condition, amount to the complete 
cession to the United States of that portion of the 
¥loridas, hitherto under the government of Don 
Jose Masot. , 

The arrangements which I have made to secure 
Pensacolaand its dependencies, are contained in the 
General Orders, &c. marked D. I deemed it most 
advisable to retain, for the present, the same govern- 
ment to which the people had been accustomed, un- 
til such time as the Executive of the United States 
may order otherwise. It was necessary, however, 
to establish the revenue laws of the United States, to 
check the smuggling which has been carried on 
successfully in this quarter for many years past; and 
to admit the American merchant to an equal partici- 
pation ina trade, which would have been denied un- 
«ter the partial operation of the Spanish commercial 
code Capt: Gadsden was appointed by me collec- 
tor, and he has organized and left the department in 
the charge of officers in whom the greatest confi- 
dence may be rcposed. 

Thoagh the Seminole Indians have been scattered, 
and literally so driven and reduced, as no longer to 
be viewed as a formidable enemy; yet, as there are 
still many small marauding parties, supposed to be 
concealed in the swamps of the Perdido, Choctaw- 
hatchy and Chapouly, who might make occasional 
and sudden inroads on our frontier settlers, massa- 
creing women and children, I have deemed it ad- 
visable to eall into service for six months, if not 
sooner discharged, two companies of volu nteer ran- 
gers, under Capts. McGirt and Boyles, with instruc. 
<ions to scour the country between the Mobile and 
Appalachicola rivers, exterminating every hostile 

arty who dare resist and will not surrender, and re- 
ynave with their families above the 3st degree of la- 
titude. 


‘She Seminole war may now be considered at a 
close, tranquillity again restored to the southern 
frontier of thc United States, and, as long as a cor- 
lon of military posts is maintained along the Gulph 
of Mexico, America has nothing to apprehend from 
either foreign or Indian hostilities. Indeed, sir, to 
attempt to fortify or protect an Imaginary line, or to 
suppose that a frontier on the 3 Ist degree of latitude, 
in a wilderness, can be secured by a cordon of mili- 
tary, posts, whilst the Spanish authorities were net 
snaintained in the Floridas, and that country lay 
open to the use and excitement of any enemy, is vi- 
sionary in the extreme. On the immutable princi- 
nle, therefore, of self-defence, authorized by the law 
of nature and of nations, have I bottomed all my 
operations. On the fact that the Spanish officers 
lad aided and abetted the Indian enémy, and there- 
by became a party in hostilities against us, do I jus- 
tify my oceupying the Spanish fortresses. Spain 
had disregarded the treaties existing with the Ame- 
rican government, orhad not power to enforce thein. 


. . ; a : ‘ane ce 7s Pyaa> sty gs 1 ” 
Phe Ladian tribes within her territory, and which she jo, to 


ey 


was bound to keep at peace, had visited our citizene 


with all the horrors of savage war. Negro brigands 


| were establishing themselves when and where they 
pleased, and foreign agents were openly and know- 


ingly practising their intrigues in this neutral terri- 
tory. - ‘The immutable principles of self-defence, jus- 
tified, therefore, the occnpancy of the Floridas, and 
the same principles will warrant the American go- 
vernment in holding it until such time as Spain can 
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guarantee, by an adequate military force, the main. . 


taining her authority within the colony. 

A topographical sketch of the country from Ap- 
palachicola to Pensacola Bay accompanies this. Cap- 
tain Young will prepare, as soon as practicable, a to- 
pographical memoir of that’part. of the Floridas, on 
which my army has operated, with a map of the 
country. Capt. Gadsden is instructed to prepare 
a report on the necessary defences of the country, 
as far as the military reconnoisances will permit, ac- 
companied with plans of the existing works, what ad- 
ditions or improvements are necessary, and what 
new works should, in his opinion,*>be erected, to 
give permanent security to this important territorial 
addition to our republic. As soon as the report is 
prepared, captain Gadsden will receive orders to 
repair to Washington City with some other docu- 
ments which I may wish to confide to his charge. 

At the close of a campaign which has terminated 
so honorably and happily, it gives me pleasure to 
express my approbation generally of the officers 
and soldiers, of every «species of corps, which I 
have had the honor to command. The patience 
with which they endured fatigue and submitted to 
privations, and the determination with which they 
encountered and vanquished every difficulty, is the 
strongest indication of the existence of that patrio- 
tic feeling, which no circumstancescan change, and 
that irresistible ardor in the defence of their coun- 
try, which will prove her strength and bulwark 
under any exposure, I should do violence to my 
feelings, if I did not particularly notice the exer- 
tions of my quarter master general, colonel George 
Gibson; who, under the most embarrassing of cir- 
cumstances relieved the necessities of my army, 
and to whose exertions I was indebted for the sup- 
plies received. His zeal and integrity in this cam- 
paign, as well as in the uniform discharge of his 
duties since his connection with my staff, mcrits 
the approbation and gratitude of his country. 

With respect, yours, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen. com. 

The Hon, J. C. Catnown, sec’y at war. 


Head quarters, division of the south, 
On the line of march, May, 234.1818. 

Sin—The southern frontier of the United States 
has for more than twelve months, been exposed to 
all the horrors of a cruel and savage war. A party 
of outlaws and refugees from the Creek nation 
negroes who have fled from their masters, citizens 
of the United States, and sought an asylum in Flo- 
frida, and the Seminole Indians inhabiting the ter- 
ritory of Sp.iu, all uniting, have raised the toma- 
hawk, and, in the characterof savage warfare, have 
neither regarded sex or age: helpless women have 
been massacred, and the cradle crimsoned with the 
blood o® innocence. ‘Ihe United States, true to 


their own engagements, and confiding in the faith of 


Spuin to enforce exis'ing treaties, never entertained 
aCoubt but that their atrocities would early at- 
iract the attention of the Spanish government, and 
that speedy and effectual measures would have 
beén adopred fer their suppression. Under tus 





Derstiasion, a cordon of military posts was esiablish- 


give immediate protection tg such of out 
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fron‘iersetilers as were peculiarly exposed, and 
strict injunctions issued to the American officers, 
to respect the territory of Spain, and not to attempt 
operations within its limits. ‘Tiiese instructions 
were most scrupulously observed, and, notwi:h- 
standing the inactivity of the American troops had 
encouraged the Indians to the more daring and out- 
rageous acts of violence against ourcitizens, the 
government of the United States was still disposed 
to respect the territory of Spain, and confide in the 
ability of the Spanish government to execute ex- 
isting treaties, until advised through you, that, 
with every disposition, the Spanisi authorities had 
not the power of controuling the Indians in Flori- 
da; that their acts, of late were viewed as equally 
hostile to the interests of Spain as those of the U. 
States; that Spanish subjects were not exempted 
from the evils of which we complained, and that 
the negro establishments on the Appalachicola and 
St Juan rivers, were founded by British agents 
contrary té the will of Spain. These representa- 
tiens determined the president of the United Siates 
to adopt effectual measures to restore tranquility 
to the southern frontier of the American republic; 
and, pursuant to his orders, justifiable by the im- 
mutable laws of self-defence, I have penetrated 
through Florida; reduced to ashes the Seminole 
villages; destroyed their magazines of provisions; 
beaten their warriors whenever they hagarded a 
contest; dispersed some and expelled others across 
the river. 

In the course of my operations, it became neces- 
sary to visit the Spanish fortress of St. Marks. En- 
tering the territory of Spain, to fight her battles, 
to relieve from bondage her subjects, and to chas- 
tise an Indian tribe, whom she acknowledged, un- 
der existing treaties, she was bound to preserve at 
peace with the United States, I had every reason to 
expect that the American army would have been 
received as friends, and every facility afforded to 
ensure success to operations so interesting to both 
governments. 

My expectations have not been realized. It has 
been reported to me, direct from you, that For: St. 
Marks had been threatened by the Indians and ne- 
groes; and you expressed serious apprehensions, 
from the weakneas of the garrison and defenceless 
state of the work, for its safety. From other 
sources to he relied on, the same information had 
been furnished me. lt became necessary, therefore, 
to aniicipate the movements of the enemy, and 
amicably, to get possession of a work, the dislody- 
ing the enemy from which, might cost much preci- 
ous blood. 

On entering St. Marks, evidence of the duplicity 

and unfriendly feelings of the commandant evinced 
itself. 1 found that the gates of his fort had been 
thrown open to the avowed savage enemies of the 
United States; that councils of warhad been per- 
mitted to be held within his own quarters, by the 
chiefs and warriors; that the Spanish store houses 
had been appropriated to the use, and were then 
filled with goods belonging to the hostile parties; 
that cattle, knowingly plundered from the citizens 
‘of the United States, had been contracted for, and 
purchased by, the officers of the garrison, from the 
Spanish thieves; that foreign agents had free ac- 
cess within the walls of St. Marks, and a Mr. Ar. 
buthnot, condemned and executed as the instigator 
of this war, an inmaté in the commandant’s family. 

From this fort was information afforded thé ene 
my of the strength and movements of my army, by 
the said Arbuthnot; the date of departure of ex. 
press noted by the Spanish commissary, and amm4- 


nition, munitions of war, and all necessary supplies 
furnished. 
On my return from my operations east, your let- 
ter was received, positively refusing to permit - 
(unless exorbitant duties were paid) any provisions 
passing up to the American fort on the Escambia. — 
Connected with this strong indication of an un- 
friendly disposition on your part, f have, from the 
most unquestionable authority, that the city of 
Pensacola has, for some months past, been entirely 
under the control of the Indians; that free ingress 
and egress is permitted to the avowed savage ene-— 
my of the U. States; that supplies of ammunition 
munitions of war, and provisions, have been receiv. 
ed by them from thence; that on the 15th of April 
last, there were no less than 500 Indians in Pensa. 
cola, many of them known to be hostile to the Unit- 
ed States, and who had but lately escaped my pur- 
suit. The late massacre of 18 individuals on the 
Federal road, was committed by Indians direct 
from their return to Pensacola, who were received 
by you, and transported across the bay, to elude the 
pursuit of the American troops. The Americans 
returning, the savages were permitted to return. 
An Indian wounded in pursuit by a party, for hav- 
ing killed a citizen of the United Siates, was open-' 
-ly, in the sight of many Americans, received by 
you, and every comfort administered. Such prac-. 
tices, if authorized by the king, would justify me 
in open hostilities. Disposed, however to betieve, 
that it was one of the unauthorised acts of agents, 
I deem it politic and necessary to occupy Pensaco. 
lx, and the Baraucas, withan American garrison, 
until the Spanish government can be advised of the 
circumstances, and have force sufficient to main- 


‘ain, and agents disposed to enforce, existing trea- 
ties. 


This is the third time that the American troops 
have been compelled to visit Pensacola, from the 
same causes. Twice had the enemy been expell- 
ed, and the place left in quiet possession of those 
who had permitted the irregular occupancy. This 
time it must be held until Spain has the power 
and will to maintain her neutrality. 


This is justified on the immutable principles of 
self detence. The government ofthe United States 
is bound to protect her citizens; but weak would 
be all its efforts, and ineffectual the best advised 
measures, if the Floridas are to be free to every 
enemy, and on the pretext of policy or necessity, 
Spanish fortresses are to be opened to their use, 
and every aid and comfort afforded. 


I have been explicit, to preclude the necessity 
of a tedious negociation. My resolution is fixed, 
and I have strength enough to enforce it. My ar- 
my now occupies the old Fort St. Michael, com- 
manding Pensacola. If the town and the Baran- 
cas are peaceably surrendered, an inventory of ali 
the property, ammunition, arms, &c. shall be ta- 
ken by officers appointed by both parties, and the 
amount receipted for by me, to be accounted for 
by the American government. ‘The property of 
Spanish subjects shall be respected; their religion 
and laws guaranteed to them; the civil government 
permitted to remain as now established, subject 
to the control of the military authority of the U- 
nited States; the ingress and egress open to all in- 
dividuais; commerce free to the subjects of Spain, 
as usual; and the military furnished with transpor- 
tation to Cuba. | 

Ifthe peaceable surrender be refused, I shal} 
enter Pensacola by violence, and assume the go- 





vernm@ent, until the transaction can be-amicably 
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adjusted by the two governments. The military 
in this case must be treated as prisoners of war. 

The proofs supporting the accusation against 
your official station, will justify this procedure. 

In reply to your communication of the 22d inst. 
Thave only to observe, that the clothing detained 
will be a subject for future friendly settlement. 

How far the Indians permitted to remain in the 
neighborhood of Pensacola, were friendly dispos. 
ed to the citizens of the United Sates, is tested 
by, the late massacre committed by them on the 
Alabama. 7 

The Red Ground chiefs, Muldecory and Holmes, 
avowedly hostile to the United States, were but, 
lately seen in Pensatola, and a body of Indians des- 
cried a few days ago in the vicinity of the Bar- 
yancas, in presence of several Spanish officers. 

By a referrence to my communication of the 25th 
of March, you will see bow far I have been the ag- 
gressor in the measure protested against. You 
are there directly advised of the objects of my 
operations, and that every attempt, on your part, 
to succor the Indians, or prevent the passage of 
my provisions in the Escambia, would be viewed 
in no other light than as an hostile act on your 

art. 

You have done both, and exposed my troops to 
the severest privations, by the detention, occasi- 
oned by the exacition of duties on my provisions 
and vessels in Pensacola. You have, therefore, 
been the aggressor, and the blood which may 
be shed by an useless resistance, on your part, 
to my demand, will rest on your head: before God 
and man you will be responsible. 

This will be handed to you by my aid-de-camp, 

-capt, Gadsden, by whom an answer is expected. 
ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen. comd’g. 
Don Jose Masot, governor of Pensacola. 


Head-Quarters, Division of the South, 
Pensacola, May 24, 1818. 

Sirn—The enclosed communication was forward. 
ed to you by my aid-de-camp, capt. Gadsden, last 
evening: not finding you, however, in Pensacola, its, 
delivery was delayed. 

I have entered Pensacola to provision my troops. 
I have only to add, that an immediate compliance 
with my demand is expected. Resistance on your 
part, would be a needless sacrifice of men. 

ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen. comd’g. 
Don Jose Masot, governor of Pensacola, * 
at Fort St. Charles, Barrancas. 


TRANSLATED COPY. 
Fortress of St. Charles, Barrancas, May 24, 1818. | 
Most excelient sir—I received at 10 o’clock this 
morning, the two communications of your excel- 
lency of the 25d, and of this day. 
_ As Ihave, in mine of the 18th instant, satisfac- 
torily answered all the charges your excellency al- 
Jeges in the former, I shall only add, with respect 
to the Indians, that 1 notice your exceilency is 
greatly misinformed, as the circumstances to which 
you refer, are, for the most part, unfounded, in 
proof of which, I will state that the only two Indi- 
ans I have found, since the peace negociated by me, 
en the delivery of the eighty-seven to maj. Young, 
are two who are in the prison, with three women 
and children. { ought to inform you, that long be- 
fore the movement of your excellency, Fhad given 
orders at Apalache, that the Semunoie Indians 
should not be succoured, and even had placarde 


— 


ings, who, from time immemorial, had furnished the 
people with wood, as I have stated. 

Your excellency lays to my charge the blood 
which may be shed by my refusal to deliver up the 
province, as your excellency requests, which I shall 
never do, nor can [, without covering myself with 
dishonor, at the close of my long military career. 
1 am firmly persuaded your excellency would, in 
my case, do the same, as you would not venture to 
|stain the honorable laurels with which you are 
adorned. ' 

No nation, whatever may be its motives, can vio- 
late the territory of another, especially when no 
demands have previously been made of its govern- 
ment. 

Your excellency has violated the Spanish terri- 
tory in Apalache, by taking possession of that fort, 
and pulling down its flag, when you could have 
adopted more conciliatory measures, which would, 
more and more, have cemented and strengthened 
the good understanding subsisting between our 
respective governments. 

On the 21st of the present month, by your excel- 
lency’s order, Don Pedro Philibert and other in- 
habitants remained prisoners, in their houses, on 
their parole of honor. To-day at 11 o’clock, be- 
fore capt. Gadsden arrived at Pensacola, your ex- 
cellency’s army entered, and made prisoner, on 
parole, Don Pedro de Alba, the interpreter, (who 
| translated your before named communications, and 
who is the bearer of gts and, 1 believe all the 
military; and of course broken up the seven posts 
-(puntos) stationed with the same number of offi- 
cers, and two chiefs, for the maintenance of the 
tranquility of the place. 

These facts being incontrovertible, I ask, who 
but your excellency will be responsible for the 
blood that may be shed; as you declare in your 
letter, that you are about to take possession of 
Pensacola and Barrancas? I protest, before God 
and man, that my conduct is blameless, and that 
my ardent desires are, as they ever have. been, to 
contribute to the peace and tranquility of our re- 
spective nations; for, besides the sincerity of my 
intentions, I have in view the message of the pre- 
sident to the congress of the United States, on the 
25th of March last, and its tenor assured me that 
no aggressions were to be expected from the troops 
of the said states. Such, however, this province 
has unfortunately suffered from the operations of 
your excellency in Apalache and Pensacola. 

I expect, from the generosity of your excellency, 
first, that you will set the officers and troops which 
garrisoned Pensacola at liberty; and that, after sup- 
plying your army with provisions, you will shortly 
evacuate the territory of this province, and not 
carry on a partial war against West Florida, at a 
time when our nations are in profound peace. 

Lieut. col. Don Lui Piemas, temporary command- 
ant of Pense-ola, is duly authorized to exercise my 
functions and to receive the communications of 
your excellency, which he will faithfully remit to 
me, and to which 1 will give the promptest an- 
swers, to be transmitted to you through the bearer 
of this, the interpreter, Don Pedro de Alba. Finally, 
if contrary to my hopes, your excellency should 
persist in your intention to occupy this fortress, 
which I am resolved to defend to the last extre- 
mity, I shall repel force by force, ani! he who re- 
sists aggressions can never be considered an ay- 
gressor. God preserve your excellency many years. 
JOSE MASOT. 
His excellency A. Jackson, 





sing over without notice only some us foriunate be- 


Maj. gen. com. the army of the United States. 
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H. Quarters, division of the south, 
Pensacola, May 25, 1818. ¢ 

Sir—The accusations against you are founded on 
the most unquestionable evidence. 1 have the 
certificates of individuals who, on the 22d instant, 
at or near the little Bayou, counted 17 Indians in 
company of several Spanish officers. 

I have only to repeat, that the Barrancas must 
be occupied by an American garrison, and again 
to tender you the terms offered, if amicably sur- 
rendered. Resistance would bea wanton sacrifice 
of bleod, for which you and your garrison will have 
to atone. Yeu cannot expect to defend yourself 
successfully, and the first shot from your fort must 
draw down upon you the vengeance of an irritated 
soldiery. Iam well advised of your strength, and 
cannot but remark upon the inconsistency of pre- 
suming yourself capable of resisting an army which 
has conquered the Indian tribes, too strong, agree- 
able to your own acknowledgement, to be con- 
trouled by you. If the force which you are now 
disposed wantonly to sacrifice, had been wielded 
against the Seminoles, the American troops had 
uever entered the Floridas. 

I applaud your feelings, as a soldier, in wishing 
to defend your post: but, when resistance is inef- 
fectual and the opposing force overwhelming, the 
sacrifice of a few brave men is an act of wantonness, 
for which the commanding officer must be account- 
able to his God ANDREW JACKSON, 

Maj. gen. commanding div, south. 
Don Jose Masor, Com. Barrancas. 
TRANSLATIONS. 
Copy of a note of the commandant of West Florida to 
maj. Young, at encampment, banks of the Escambiza. 

Pensacola, 27th April, 1818. 

Sin—Your notes of the 27th, dated encampment | 
on the Escambia and fort Crawford, accompanying 
the proclamation which you were pleased to en- 
close, were delivered to me at 3 o’clock this after- 
noon, by an artificer a man of color, whose speedy 
return not allowing me at present to answer them 
in detail, I shall merely state that the small num. 
ber of peaceful Indians who were in this place and 
its vicinity retired on the 26th, at the dawn of 
which day several of them, both women and child- 
ren, were killed by the troops of the United States. 
As it is not my purpose to investigate the motives 
of this act, or of the violation resulting from it, I 
shall only say, that, in compliance with my duty, I 
shall give an account of the whole proceeding to 
my superior; and in the mean time, I hope you will 
allow no further hostilities to be committed on this 
territory, an any pretence whatever. If the Indians 
should give any further cause of complaint, [ trust 
you will inform me of it, that they may receive due 
punishment, should that depend on my authority. 
If there are any Indians still remaining within this 
territory I will have them sought for and informed 
of your letter, and advise you of the result. Ican 
assure you, both under my hand and on my word, 
that the information, as stated in your letter, of the 
aggressions committed by the Indians, is the first 
I have had of them; for, at the time lL agreed to the 
return of the escort referred to, I had no knowledre 
of any others than those who were concerned in the 
attack on lieut. Eddy. I repeat to you the assur- 
ance, that my wishes and eflorts are wholly directed 
to preserve the peace happily subsisting between 
our governments. In a full confidence in your 
favorable s-ntiments, I beg leave to offer you my 
respectful salutations. God preserve you many 
years. JOSE MASOT. 





To maj. W. Youra, commanding on Escambia. 


it — 


Pemnsacota, 30ru Arpnit, 1818. 

Copy of a note from Jase Masot, to maj. W. Young. 

Stn—In consequence of the request expressed in 
your letter of the 27th inst. I assembled the chiefs 
of the Upper Creeks, at the villages of Colomni, 
Canaan, Cowale, and Forsatche; and communicated 
to them the contents of your letter. They all re- 
plied, that they had for a long time been very miser- 
able and wretched, without shelter or home; that, 
by the counsel of a good friend, they had at length 
found one; that they had listened attentively to it, 
and accepted with gratitude the offers you had 
made them. These Indians are about 87 in num. 
ber, including women and children. They agreed 
to divide themselves into three parties, and set out 
on their march, us soon as I receive your answer, 
which they thought it would be prudent tor them 
to keep; and that, when you were informed of their 
resolution, you would give the necessarv orders 
for their safe progress, and avoiding any rencoun.- 
ter with the Chactaws, who, if not seasonably ap. 
prized of the circumstances, might attack them, in 
which case the pacific arrangements in which we 
both take so strong an interest would be entirely 
defeated. Opahihola, an Alabaman chief, on ac- 
count of his advanced age and infirmities, will, for 
the present, remain here with his family. I have 
given ord2rs for his relief, and pledge myself for 
his good behaviour. You will always find me dis- 


| posed, sir, to promote any measure conductive to 


the mutual interests of our two countries, which 
may, at the same time, be in conformity with exist- 
ing treaties. I offer you the renewed assurances 
of my respect, and I pray to God to preserve you. 
JOSE MASOT, 
To major Waite Younes, 


True copies of the letter and documents deposi‘. 

ed in the archives of this command. 
Pensacorta, 2d may, 1818. 

In the absence of the secretary, (by indisposi- 

tion.) ) | 

Ature copy. BUENVENTURA DUBREUIL. 

I certify, that, on the 234 of May, 1818, being 
on the bayou which enters Pensacola bay, 14 miles 
from the town, I saw at the ferry, on the road ts 
Barrancas, a number of Indians, I think about 17, 
in company with four Spanish officers. The officers 
were carried over, and the boat returned to ferry 
over the Indians. I saw one boat landed on the 
side next to the Barrancas. The Indians concealed 
themselves in the bushes on discovering us; 

RICHARD BRICKHAM. 

Witness, T. Cross, lieut. infantry. 


I certify that I was in the boat with Brickham 
at the place and time mentioned in the above certi- 
ficate; that I saw several Indians in company with 
four Spanish officers. The officers were ferried 
over with one Indian. I.did not see the Indians 
ferried over; they concealed themselves on dis; 
covering us. 

JOHN BONNER, his x mark. 

Witness, T. Cross, lieut. infantry. 

Witness to both certificates, 
Wn. S. Fulton, private secretary commanding 
general. 


We certify, that being in fort St. Charles, Barran- 
cas, on the 28th of May, 1818, in the afternoon, 
soon after the Aimerican troons took possession of 
the work, and as the Spanisl troops were marching 
out, we saw an Indian carried out by some of tbe 
Spanish soldiers; he was laid on the back, to be 
put on board a boat; he was wounded in the lég or 
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thigh, and had every appearance of having been 
engaged in the defence of the fort. 
WM. RUSSELL, capt. spies. 
JAS.S. BELL, 
Captain Ist reg*t I. V. Md. G. M. 
Witness, Wm. S. Fulton, private sec’y comd’g ge- 
neral. 
Fort Montgomery, June 2d, 1818. 

T certify, that, between the Sth and 17th of May, 
1818, whilst at fort Gads’en, on the Appalachicola 
river, I was informed by a Mr. Larua, and Beneto 
«Sassea, both citizens of, and at that time direct 
from, Pensacola, that at the time of their departure 
thence, there were 500 Indians in and about Pen- 
sacola; and, I further certify, that, on my arrival 
at Pensacola, on the 23d of May, I was informed 
by Mr. Streets, and other citizens of that place, 
that on the 22d, which was the day before my ar- 
vival, Holmes, (a noted Red stick) with his party, 
had lefi Pensacola to proceed to the Choctawhatchy, 
for safety, having been for several days previous 
in town. 

All which I certify on honor. 
WILLIAM HAMBLY, 
» Witness, Wm. S. Fulton, private secretary to 
commanding general. 

I do hereby certify, that during mv long residence 
on the river Appalachicola, my knowledge of the In- 
dian language, and my intimate acquaintance with 
the different chiefs, gave me many opportunities of 
knowing through them, the advices given them from 
time to time, by the governors of West Florida, hos- 
tile to the United States. Is the vear 1812 or 1813 
1 saw a letter from the governor of Pensacola to 
the late chief of the Seminoles, Thomas Perryman, 
advising him to collect his forces, and join his up- 
per town brethren, who, he said, had come to a 
determination to rise in arms, and shake off the 
American yoke; he would supply them in arms and 
ammunition, and he said he was sure, that in less 
than a month their fathers and protectors, the Spa- 
niards, would have a sufficient army in the field to 
aid and protect them. Not long after I saw this 
letter, a large party of Indians went down to Pen- 
sacola, where they received.a large supply of am- 
munition and some arms. It was but shortly after 
this, when they attacked and destroyed. the gar- 
rison of fort Mims. This was the commencement 
of the first Indian war. On the 13th of December 
last, when at my plantation on the Appslachicola, 
¥ was made a prisoner by a party of Seminole In- 
dians, and was taken up to the Ochusee Biuff, in 
company with Mr. Doyle, who was made a prisoner 
with me. They kept us here three days, during 
which time they were busily engaged with some 
transports, which were then ascending the river to 
fort Scoit. From thence they took us to the Mic- 
kasuky, when the Indians informed me that they 
had been told by the commandant of St. Marks, 
that war was declared bétween Spain and the Unit- 
ed States; From this place we were carried to 
the Suwaney, when Kenhager, principal chief of 
the Seminoles, told me, that we had been taken 
and robbed by order of Arbuthnot, and brought 
thereto betried by him. Siortly ufter we reached 
this, Arbuthnot arrived from Providence, when we 
were tried, and sentenced by said Arbuthnot to be 
tortured. This sentence was not put into execu- 
tion, from the friendly interference of Mr. Cook, 
clerk to Arbuthnot, and the negro chief Nero. 
We were then conducted back to the Mickasukys. 
Then K-nhager went down to the fort of St. Marks, 
to consult the commandant if he would tuke us as 





prisoners, to be held at his order. They held a: 


—_ 


council among the neighboring chiefs, and on the 
fifth day he returned, and ordered us to be con- 
ducted down next morning. We arrived at St. 
Marks on the 12th of February at night; the Spanish 
officers received us kindly, but the commandant did’ 
not forget to remind us, that we were still prison- 
ers, and marked out that night the limits of our 
prison, which they rigidly kept during the time of 
our stay. Next morning, the first thing that pre- 
sented itself to my view was my saddle horse, which 
had been taken from me by Indians; he was in the 
possession of the commissary. I mentioned it to’ 
the commandant, but he said that he bought him 
of an Indian, and he could do nothing init. A few 
days after, in the course of conversation, I mention-’ 
ed it to the Spanish doctor; he assured me that 
two thirds of the property taken from us by the 
Indians had been bought by the commissary, and 
others, in the fort. The plundered property taken 
from Georgia was every day readily bought by the 
commandant and others. I knew one instance of 
an Indian making an engagement with the com- 
mandant for cattle that he was then going to plun- 
der, and in 14 or 15 days he brought them in and! 
sold them. On our first arrival at St. Marks, we 
had, by the help of a friendly Indian, conveyed in- 
telligence to our friends in Pensacola of our situa- 
tion, and they sent us on a small vessel to effect 
our escape. At her arrival, the commandant said 
to us, that he had no objections to our getting out 
of the power of the Indians, but that he should 
first demand a written obligation that we should 
never return to that country, nor hold communica- 
tion, directly or indirectly, with the United States 
government, or any of her officers. This being 
settled, we left St. Marks on the night of the 28th 
March, and joined capt. McKever in his gun boats, 
in the bay of Appalachicola; on the 30th ultimo 
returned with him to St. Marks, where we joined 
gen. Jackson on the 6'h of April. ; 
Given under my hand, this 24th July. 
WM. HAMBLY. 
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify, that, 
at the capture of fort St. Marks, East Florida, by 
maj. gen. A. Jackson, on the 7th April, 1818, there 
were some Cattle purchased on account of the Unit- 
ed States, and turned over to us, which, we are of 
an opinion had been driven from the frontiers of 
Georgia, (a part of them at least) and we were 
strengthened in our opinion, by a number of offi- 
cers and men from Georgia offering to swear-to a 
number of them, as the property of their neighbors 
and friends. Given under our hands at fort Gadsden, 
this 3d of May, 1818. JACOB R. BROWN, | 
Acting contractor’s agent U. S. army. 
PETER CONE, ass’t com’y. 
We, the undersigned officers and men of the 
Georgia militia, in the service of the United States, 
do hereby certify, that we were at fort St. Marks, 
East Florida, at the time of its capture by maj. gen. 
A. Jackson, or the 7th April, 1818, and saw some 
cattle that were purchased on account of the Unit- 
ed States, from the Spanish authorities, which we 
were ready to swear to as the property of our friends 
and neighbors in Georgia. Given under our hands, 
at fort Gadsden, this 3d of May, 1818 
ANDREW F. FRAZER, capt. 
DAN. F. SULLIVAN, G. M. S. 


Fort Gadsden; 34 May, 1818, 
Sin—Afier the occupancy of fort St. Marks with 
Amevican troops onthe 7th April last, it became my 
duty to take charge of some goods found in one df 
the public steres, 
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These goods were pointed out by the Spanish 
commandant, who, through Mr. Hambly, as inter- 
preter, separated several of the articles, claimed 
as his own private property, and designated others 
-as the property of Francis or Hillis-Hago, and 
- Arbuthnot, a British agent or trader: an inventory 
of these were tsken, and deposited with the Ame- 
rican officer left in command at fort St. Marks. 
- With respect, &c. | 

_D. E. TWIGGS, bvt. maj. 7th inf. 

I certify that I acted as interpreter in the transac- 
tion above alluded to, and two separate parcels of 
goods were designated by the Spanish command- 
ant of St. Marks as belonging to Hillis Hago and 
Arbuthnot. WM. HAMBLY. 

Fort Gavspren, May 2, 1818. 

Sirn—We beg leave to submit to you the follow- 
ing statement of facts. On 15th December, 1817, 
we were violently torn from our settlements on 
the Appalachicola river by a number of Indians, 
headed by Chenubby, a chief from the Fowl Town 
tribe, carried to Mickasuky and delivered to Ken- 
hajah, king of the Mickasukians. Kenhajah carried 
us to the negro towns on Suwany, and thence to 
the Spanish fort at St. Marks, to the commandant 
of which he delivered us as prisoners captured 
under the orders of a Mr. Arbuthnot, reported to 
us as a British agent. At St. Marks we were treated 
as prisoners, and not permitted to wander beyond 
the walls of the garrison. 

Whiist at that post, the ingress and egress of the 
tndians, hostile to the United States, was unre- 
strained, and several councils were held, at one of 
which, Kanhajah, king of the Mickasukians, Fran- 
cis, or Hillis Hago, Hamathlemeco, the chief of 
Autesses, and the chief of the Holemies, all of the 
Old Red Stick party, and Jack Mealy, chief of the 
Ochewas, were present. 

When it was reported that the chiefs, and that 
warriors were entering fort St. Marks, for the pur- 
pose of holding a council, Hambly represented to 
the commandant the imprepriety of permitting 
such proceedings within the walls of a Spanish for- 
tress, the officer of which was bound to preserve 
and enforce the treaties existing between the kin 
of Spain and the United States,he replied to Hambly, 
. with some degree of warmth, observing, that it 
- ‘Was not in his power to prevent it. On the Indi- 
ans coming into the fort, at their request we were 
confined. The council was held in the comman. 
dant’s quarters; he, the commandant, was present, 
but strictly forbade the intrusion of any of the offi- 
cers of the garrison. 

The Indians were inthe habit of driving to Fort 
St. Marks, and disposing of cattle to the comman- 
dant and other Spanish otlicers. While at that post, 
three or four droves were brought in, acknow- 
ledged by the Indians to have been stolen from the 
citizens of the United States, and purchased by the 
- Spanish officers. 

We were present at most of these contracts, and 
Hambly often referred to, as an interpreter between 
the purchaser and seller. 

Chenubby, a Fowl town Indian, once applied to 
Hambly to mention to the commandant, that he was 
' about visiting the frontiers of Georgia, on a plun- 
dering expedition, and wished to know whether he 
would purchase the cattle brought in. A contract 
was entered into; and Chenubby soon after brought 
in and disposed of eleven heud of cattle to the Spa- 
nish commandant of Fort St. Marks. 

‘These same cattle were those purchased by you 
from the commandant as hts private property. 


Fort Ganspen, May 3, 1818. 
Str—In conversation with the commandant of 
Fort St. Marks, on the subject of having that work 
occupied by an American garrison, I had occ&sion 
to notice the aid and comfort that the hostile party 
of Indians had received, as reported, from him; 
that they had free access within the walls of his 
fort, and that it was well known no small supplies 
of ammunition had been received from that quar- 
ter. 
In reply he stated, that his conduct had been 
governed by policy; the defenceless state of his 
work, and the weakness of his garrison, compelled 
him to conciliate the friendship of the Indians, to 
supply their wants, to grant what he had not pow- 
er to deny, and to throw open, with apparent wil- 
lingness, the gates of his fortress, lest they should 
be forced by violence. 
That he had been repeatedly threatened by Indi- 
ans and negroes, and that his security depende:! 
upon exhibiting an external friendship. After Fort 
St. Marks was occupied by the American troops, a 
black man and Spanish soldier were reported to me 
as having been arrested, clad in the American uni- 
form, recognized as part of the clothes of the 4th 
and 7th regiments, captured in the boat commanded 
by lieutenant Scott, in ascending the Appalachicola 
river. 
In explanation, the commandant observed, that 
his soldiers and the Seminole Indians were in the 
habit of trading with each other, and that this ne- 
gro, with others of his garrison, had received his 
permission to purchase some clothing reported to 
have been brought in by the Indians. 
Respectfully, &c. 

JAMES GADSDEN, Aid-de-camp, 

Maj. gen. A. Jackson, comd’g. S. D. U. S. army. 





Head-quarters, division of the south, 
Fort Montgomery, June 2d, 1818. 

Stn—The Seminole war having terminated, I 
deem it politic and advisable to send to Washing- 
ton John Blunt, and his Indian comrades, who have 
acted as pilots to me during the late campaign. 
John Blunt is a Tuckabatchee Endian, has long been 
friendly to the United States, and in consequence 
of his opposition to the Red Stick party, during the 
Creek war, has drawn down upon himself their ven- 
geance during the late contest. His settlement be- 
ing in an exposed situation on the Appalachicola 
river, he was early attacked by the Seminoles, his 
property destroyed, and his family rifled from him. 
Alone he escaped and fled to Fort Scott; where, 
joining the American standard, he has proved him- 
self a most zealous friend and faithful pilot to this 
period. In justice to him, I am bound to state, that 
tohis correct knowledge of the country, and zeal- 
ous attachment to the cause in which we were en- 
gaged, am I measurably indebted for the success of 
the present campaign. 

Mr. Hambly accompanies John Blunt. Mr. H. is 
a Spanish subject by birth, and has long been a re- 
sident, as a trader, on the Appalachicola river. In 
consequence of his attachment to the American 
cause, and his active exertions to check the hostile 
feelings of those Indians, disposed to war against 
the United States, he drew down upon himself anc! 
family their vengeance. He was forcibly taken from 
his house at an early period of the war,his property, 
goods and negroes taken from him, and he violently 
transported from Mickasuky,Suwany and St.Marks, 
until finally relieved by captain M‘Keever, of the 
American navy. Since ihat period he has been at- 





WM. HAMBLY, EDS? D DOYLE. 


tached to my army as an Indian interpreter. You 
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will find him an honest and faithful friend to our 
government, and valuable for the information which 
ite can afford of Spanish policy and intrigue. He is 
well acquainted with all the transactions of foreign 
agents in this country, of their practices, &c. and 
how far encouraged by the Spanish authority, &c. 

With respect, &c. ‘ 

ANDREW JACKSON, Maj. gen. comd’g. 
Hon. J. C. Calhoun, secretary of war. 

(Here end the documents, of whigh we have pub- 
lished the whole series, except the field report of 
the American force at Pensacola, not deemed ma- 
terial: the proclamation of gen. Jackson, col. But- 
ter’s general-order, and the articles of capitulation 
—all of which have been aJready published in the 
Werkcy Reaisrer, Vol, XIV, page 334, e¢ seq.] 


CONGRESS. 


IN SENATE. 

Dee. 17. Mr. Morrow preseated a memorial of 
the religious society of Friends, of Maryland, and 
parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia, adjacent, pray- 
ing some meliorating. measures respecting the In- 
dian tribes on our borders; which was read and 
referred. 

[A similar memorial was presented from the 
Friends, in: Ohio, Indiana’ and, Lilinois, on the 23d 
following—and referred to the cammittee on In- 
cian affairs. } 

Mr. /Vilson, made a report, and offered a reso- 
lution respecting the public printing, similar to 
that offered in the house of representatives by Mr. 
Little, on the same day. Agreed to on Monday. 

A part of this day’s sitting occupied in execu- 
tive business. 

Dec. 18. Mr. Tait, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the subject, reported a bill to autho. 
rise the people of the territory of Alabama to form 
a constitution and state government, and for the 
admiission of such state into the Union, on an e- 
qual footing with the original states; which was 
read. 

Mr. Wileon, of New Jersey, rose to offer a reso- 
lution. He observed, that the resolution he was 
about to submit required a few words of explana- 
tion. The traffic in slaves and servants of color 
had been carried on to considerable extent from 
the state of New Jersey; and, under color of this 
traffic, it was believed many free persons, or who 
was soon to become free, had been consigned to 
slavery for life. The legislature of New Jersey, at 
its late session, had unanimously passed a law to 
prevent this traffic; but it was feared this law 
could not be carried into complete effect, without 
the co-operation of the revenue officers of the .U. 
States, authorised by an act of congress. The le- 

islature had therefore instructed their senators 
and requested their representatives in congress, to 
use their endeavors to procure the passing of an 
act to prevent the transportation of slaves, or ser- 
vants of color, from any state to any other part of 
the United States, in cases where, by the laws of 
such states, such transportation is prohibited. In 
conformity with these instructions, as well as «- 
greeably to his own feelings. and principles, he 
therefore,begged leave to submit the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the subject of 
the slave trade, be instructed to enquire into the 
expediency of making provision by law, “to pre- 
vent the transportation of slaves, or servants of 
céior, from any one state to any other part of the 











United States, in cases where, by the laws of 
such state, such transportation is prohibited.” =, 

The resolution lies. on the table one day of © 
course, 

Messrs. Lacock, Eaton, Forsyth, King and Bur- 
rill, were appointed a committee on the message 
of the president, and the documents relative to the 
Seminole war. 

The bill for the relief of maj. gen. Stark was” 
read the third time, as amended, passed and re- 
turned to the other house. [Amendment bein 
verbal, was agreed to by the house, on Thursday. 

Several bills were partially considered and post- 
poned. 

Dec. 21. Several bills, &c. received . partial cons 
sideration, &c. 

The bill to give effect to the laws of the union, 
in the state of Illinois; the bill forthe relief of 
L. and A. Dequindre, and the bill for the relief of 
S. H. Hooker, were severally read the third time, 
passecl and sent to the other house, when} 

The senate went into the consideration of execu- 
tive business; after which, 

The senate adjourned. — 

Dec. 22. Sundry bills were received from the 
other house—several reports were also taken up 
and postponed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to enable the people of the Alabama territory te 
form a constitution and state government, and for 
the admission of such state into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original states. 

The consideration and discussion of this bill was 
not cencluded in to-day’s sitting. 

Dec. 23. Nothing material to notice was transact- 
ed in the senate this day. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 18.—The Speaker laid before th 
house the memorial of the legislature of the terri- 
tory of Missouri, praying that the people of that 
territory may be authorised to form a constitution 
and state government, and be admitted into the 
union. 

After disposing of some minor matters, the Mas- 
sachusetts’ claims was taken up. Mr. Mason begged 
the indulgence of the house that the order of the 
day might be passed for the present—this motion 
was made at the request of the gentlemen compos- 
ing the delegation from that state: they wished 
further documents and instructions. The house, 
however, resolved to go into a committee of the 
whole on the subject—when Mr. Clay, after clearly 
indicating the stand which he should take against 
those claims, in due season, advocated the proprie- 
ty of deferring the consideration of them after such 
a request from the committee who had reported 
upon them. After some remarks from other gen- 
tlemen, the committee of the whole rose, and the 
matter 1s probably deferred for the present session. 

A private claim of Thaddeus Mayhew, for pro- 
perty destroyed by the enemy in the late war, be- 
cause it had been occupied by our troops, was next 
discussed. The committee of claims, in their re- 
port, had awarded him 1,298 dollars, of about 
12,000 claimed; the report of the committee was 
disagreed to, and a bill allowing him the whole 
amount of his damages, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. [Recommitted on Monday.) 

Mr. Poindexter introduced a joint resolve for an 
adjournment from Monday next to Monday week; 
which was negatived; and the house adjourned to 
Monday. 

Monday, Dec.21. Mr. Strong, of Mass. appeared 
and took his seat. 
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Mr. Riea, from the committee on pensions, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Asa Turner 
and Oliver Pollock; the first of which was agreed 
to, and the latter ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Campbell, from a select committee, reported 
a bill to provide for taking the fourth census or 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States 
which was twice read and committed. _ 

Mr. Robertson, from the select committee ap- 
pointed on that subject, reported a bill establish- 
ing a separate territorial governnfent for the south- 
ern part of the territory of Missouri; which was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr, Johnson, of Ky. from the military committee, 
reported a bill “concerning the military establish - 
ment of the United States.” [This bill proposes a 
modification of parts of the staff of the army, with- 
out reducing it.] 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the house a report ffom 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment of the sales of public lands during the year 
1817, and the three first quarters of the year 1818, 
which had been intended to accompany the annual 
report from the treasury, but not then prepared. 

The resolution for a temporary adjournment of 
congress, offered on Friday last by Mr. Poindexier, 
was, on motion of Mr. Taylor, indefinitely post- 
poned. 

The house then resolved itself jnto a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Holmes, in the chair, on the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the navy 
of the United States for the year 1819. 

The bill includes the following items: 

For pay of officers and seamen, 1,270,333 50 


Provisions, 594,037 
Medicines, and all expenses of sick, 36,000 
Repgirs of vessels, 350,009 
Contingent expenses, 300,000 
Repairs of navy yards, docks, &c. 100,090 
Completing medals and swords, 7,500 


Pay and subsistence of marine corps, 122,898 


Glothing the same, 2,038 10 
For military stores for do. 1087 50 
Contingent expenses, 18,600 


‘rhe bill was then reported to the house, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A private claim of Renner and Heath, for a rope- 
walk destroyed, in consequence of its having been 
employed for the United States, &c. next occupied 
a committee of the whole. The committee of 
claims had reported in favor of the bill, which was 
opposed by Mr. Williams, the chairman thereof, 
who was replied to by Mr. McCoy,a member of 
the committee—finally, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. : 

Tuesday, Dec. 22. Sundry bills were reported 
and resolutions submitted, not necessary to be no- 
ticed at present, 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. the committee 
of the whole were discharged from the furthex con- 
sideration of the bill authorising the people of 
Michigan territory to elect a delegate to congress, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a) 
third reading. 

The engrossed bill making appropriatfons for 
the naval service of the United States forthe year 
1819; and the engrossed bill for the relief of Dani- 
é] Renner and Nath. H. H. Heath, were read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the senate for can- 
currence. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, of Ohio, the commit- 
tee on peusions were instructed to enquire mto the: 
expediengy of granting a persian td Tchoa-doche; 








a Seneca warrior, attached to the command of 
brig. gen. McArthur, and who was wounded in acé 
tion with the enemy during the late war. 

The house, in committee of the whole, was oc- 
cupied the rest of the day ona private bill for the 
relief of Ebenezer L. Stev ens—no decision was had. 

Wednesday, Dec..23. Mr.. Smith, reported a bill 
to increase the duty on. cotton imported into the 
United States, and to prohibit the allowance of 
drawback on the exportation of gunpowder. 

Mr. Poindexter reported, from the committee of 
public Jands, a bill to extend, for the term of 
twelve months, the time allowed to J. J. Dufour, 
and his associates, of Vevay, Ind. for completing 
the payment for the lands purchased by them from 


.the United States. 


On this bill arose a debate, which wholly occu- 
pied the house until the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment; in the course of which, the bill was so 
amended as to make the extension for six, instead 
of twelve months. | | 

The debate was more animated, than at the first 
glance, one would have expected such a question 
to produce. The petitioners ask this indulgence, 
because such money as they have, the receiver of 
public monies will not take from them. The bill 
therefore was supported on various grounds, on the 
reasonableness of the request, and on the merit of 
the petitioners, on whom a high eulogium was pro- 
nounced. ‘The bill was opposed on the general 
ground of the inexpediency of making a discrimi- 
nation between these claimants and other pei:tion- 
ers. Messrs. Poindexter, Harrison, Taylor, Hen- 
dricks, Trimble, Mercer and Beecher, supported the 
bill; and messrs. /Villiams, of N. C. Simkins, Mills, 
Storrs, JU’Cay, Sergeant and Desha, opposed it. 

The question on ordering the bill to a third 
reading having been taken by yeas and nays, was 
decided in the affirmative: yeas 73—nays 67. 

And the house adjourned. 


Bank of the United States. 


The following is copied from the National Intel- 
ligencer. If we did not know that the editors of 
that valuable paper, pressed by several long series 
of important documents, are zéalous to give vuriety 
to their matter, we should seriously object to re- 
eeive an account of the affairs of the bank of the 
United States by piece-meal. “A view of the whole 
ground” is necessary to form a just opinion of an 
institution whose proceedings so much interest the 
public. 

It is worthy of remark that the pudlic money de- 
posited amounts to the enormous sum of $9,326,- 
5391 101—whilst that of individuals is only 3,801,- 
911 68—and that there was an actual balance duc 
to this bank by the state banks of more than seven 
millions. The power of the institution may be 
partially calculated from this. 














From a further examination of the teport, from 
the Treasury Department, respecting the state and 
condition of the Bank of the United States, we have 
gathered a few additional particulars, which may be 
interesting to some of our readers. 

The amount of deposites in the Bank and its 
branches, is as follows: 

On account of the Treasurer of United 

States $7,393,417 07 
On account of collectors and other 

public officers 


; 1,933,173 935 
On account of individuals 


3,801,911 68 
Total, — 13128,302 79 





ses 


ee ne 


















































ae 


mo * ae _ * — . — — —- 7 a 
=r. ae = ee om : tt = *' ; = = —— — = — —~ sr — « : : 
ee ee ee, ee eee ey ae en ee ee ee a ee : * Z ee es > ae ; . 
va - — Me eae one . : ne 2 a -* - ~ ~as . a" - aes = 1 onan 3 s oe Se a a a om e Bi i Se. cto ee 
“ —_ : BS cnemen! - ~ — — . % = ~ aN Re RE a SSSR a ~— : pes ——— : — ae ee tae eo — ores ae 
z ? . ~~. = a = silane eects a ancetea we . 
~ = 3 ee oe ee > 
=a << > x= t . a " + > = rs 
a om e i" = — er sa P=aarer Beas a . 
>. one meet se Si ee gen ln ee re ake oe ae ee = : neve ocreg oom ee 
=" c 4 = at ae ems =e ee = Be a sn Spe : , To 
i was: Be ne ge igh a 3 es RES OSes oveer - “ Atlee 


» toon in Dis 
7 festa sai — . wR a ea? a 
=e: - tas ee a =. = = : a: 
a ae ., se Bt 5% ar ay Lon 2 a Sees oe deg a Ge a, a . mM «sa tw 
™. = IE io TS ae . of gt hence apt ere _— > a 8 = 
: on Sa ae : = = ~~ Terns oe 


a : 


Se Ap a Tee 
= 





Sine 


— m - Se oe - 
a 
Ree doe se 


a 


ee en 
o aaron 
= oN == 


si — 
= 
ee 


. es he: f 
Se noe Ot EO 
5 ST ates aa <a calms om 
aac ailiaiia ti , Bt: 
<P, 
—e 
— 


fe bie eh ay 


ie Pa = 
eR" 
—- 


a ee 
- a 


oe 
ot <8 





+: es". 
Ran ne memes ier a 









oe, 
> a 


$ 7= 


a 


Pra 


Fae a eee 


e, is ae 
~ -_ 





ol 
EERLS : 3 


—— 


ek fe 
7 ~ 


oS valet aa 


Ax 


a 
x ae 


PEE See Se sm 
Le Sona : 











- a : 

Ree ara << 
nis Ses wees 
So = = 

F + 


an 4 rage 


~- 





* $28 _ NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 26, 1318--CIHIRONICLE. 





—_— 
——— — 


eink, 
- Staal 





Of this amount $8,490,253 89 is deposited at the 


' mother bank. To understand the reason of this 


large deposite, it is necessary to state, that the 
monies deposited in the bank, its offices and agent 


banks, to the 30th June last, is placed to the credit 


of the Treasurer of the United States, on the books 
of the bank at Philadelphia. The following list 
shews where the money was deposited whith com- 
posed the treasurer’s balance on the 30th of Sep- 


tember: ~ 
Atthe Bank of the U. States $2,500,809 78 
Do. (special) 499,653 69 
Office at Boston 119,764 60 
Do. Providence 63,950 80 
Do. New York 1,005,896 77 
Do. Baltimore 165,296 66 
Do. Norfolk ~~ ‘212,929 36 
Do. Fayetteville 66,426 58 


Do. Charleston 635,899 54 


Do. Savannali 164,169 04 
Do. Louisville . 460,868 47 
Do. Chillicothe 207,753 ‘32 
No. Cincinnati 202,936 36 


Do. New Orleans 153,185 38 


Do. Pittsburg 157,713 51 
Office of the Bank of Virginia, at Pe- | 
tersburg 25,755 86 


State Bank of North Carolina, at Ra- 
leigh, and its branches 

Bank of Alexandria 

Nashville Bank 

Bank of Vincennes 

Harrisburg Bank 

Easton Bank 

Bank of Missouri . 

Planters and Merchants Bank, Hunts- 
ville 124,294 11 


Sundry agent Banks 15,846 61 


310,881 58 
85,467 24 
23,978 12 

103,432 96 
59,382 44 
26,503 20 
104,403 38 





7,475,196 68 

Deduct amounts overdrawn by the. 
Tréasurer U. States at— 

Office at Portsmouth $18,594 39 
do. Middletown 53,191 79 
do. Richmond 87,633 23 
do. Lexington 125,694 77 

Trenton Banking Com- } 
pany 597 87 

: —_—- 283,712 05 





Balance of Treasurer’s account, 

Sept. 30, $7,191,484 63 

The amount of debts due ‘from banks paying spe- 
cie’ to the bank and its several branches, and the 
notes of banks paying specie on hand, after deduct- 
ing therefrom the amounts due by the bank and its 
branches to the said banks respectively, is thus 
stated— 


At Philadelphia 1,745,375 73 


Portsmouth 19,301 77 
Boston 271,155 66 
' Providence 4,515 64 
Middletown 37,351 71 
New-York 747,846 48 
Baltimore 402,969 92 
Washington* 269,522 77 
Richmond 81,843 68 
Fayetteville 99,866 22 
Charleston 963,219 41 
Savannah 68,802 85 
Lexington 415,816 60 
Louisville 167,556 64 
Chillicothe 148,909 49 
Cincinnatt 845,689 73 


= 


New-Orleans 594,858 44, 
~ Pittsbure . 186,467 20 
The total amount of debts due to the bank of the 
United States, including the notes of. state banks, 
the differences between ‘the balances due to and 
by state banks, and the funded debt part of the ca- 
pital, is stated at $54,964,987: 69. Stee 








. CHRONICLE. 
_ The pope has granted permission to the inquisi- 
tion to use torture in certain cases. 


_ Col. Boone. The account of col. D. Boone’s 
death, published in a Chillicothe paper, is entirely 
a fabrication, probably framed for the purpose of 
introducing the fanciful incident of the heroic 
woodsman, breathing his last with his cheek press- 
ed against the butt of his favorite rifle. We have 
lately seen a gentleman who was at col. Boone’s 
house in August last, when the old gentleman was 
perfectly heaithy, and wore the appearance of not 
being more than 65 years of age, although he is 
between 80 and 90. His sight had failed him so 
much as to unfit him for his accustomed amuse- 
ment and business of hunting. This is almost the 
only symptom of old age which appears to affect 
him. The chase with him was a passion which he 
indulged to extravagance. When the periodical 
hunting season arrives, he represents himself as 
laboring junder the most restless anxiety for some 
days, and he declares that nothing can compensate 
hin for the pleasure he is deprived of in not being 
able to pursue the buffuloe and deer as formerly, to 
the centre ofthe Missouri desarts. 


The family of col. Boone, consisting of his sons 
and daughters, with their wives and husbands, live 
near each other and form a most interesting groupe. 
So far from the characteristics of savage life which 
they have been represented to possess, the sons are 
described to us as well bred gentlemen, distinguish- 
ed by some of those grand features of mind which 
are so often found in our native sons of the forest. 
They own a fine estate inland granted to the indi- 
vicuals ofthe family by the crown of Spain. They 
are emmently useful to strangers who explore the 
lands on the Missouri and Osage, and the hospitali- 
ty of every branch of this family is the theme of 
every traveller who extends his- journey to the 
neighbourhood of their settlement. [ Pittsb. Gaz. 

Col. Boone, (says the St. Louis Enquirer) has in- 
timated his intention of moving higher up the Mis- 
souri, out of the precincts of the settlements that 
are so thickly forming around him 

Pittsburg, Oct. 27. The beautiful bridge over 
the Monongabela has nearly reached the northern 
shore; it will probably be crossed before Christ- 
mas. The one over the Allegheny is not so far ad- 
vanced, but yet enough is done to insure its com- 
pletion. Pittsburg will then exhibit what no Ame- 
rican city or town has ever yet done; two splendid 
bridges over two mighty streams within 400 yards 
of each other. 

ork, Pa.Nov. 5.—A stalk of corn was raised 
on the farm of Mr. Frederick Kleinpeter, in Pura- 
dise township, York county, Pa. that had thirteen 
earson it. It is calculated that a farmer would 
raise two hundred bushels tothe acre, if every 
stalk contained thirteen ears. 





*To this item the following note is annexed in the 
Report—‘The debt due by the bank of Columbia has 
lately been transferred to the books of the bank of the 





United States at Philadelphia. 
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Our relations with Spain. 


POCUMENTS TRANSMITTED TO'CONGRESS 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER, 

The mass of documents transmitted to congress 
¢oncerning our relations with Spain, have been 
found too voluminous for publication in ertenso. Ii 
would indeed be vain to attempt it, without exclu- 
ding from our columns every thing else, for a week 
or two. : 

We shall publish at large, therefore, those only 
which shew the result of the correspondence, con- 
tenting ourselves with an abstract of the preced- 
ing ones. 

The first document, in the order of dates, isa 
Inong letter from Don Louis De Onis to the secreta- 
ry of state, dated the 23d March, 1818, in reply to 
Mr. Secretary Adams’s letter of the 12th of the 


same month, which was laid before congress at the )’ 


last session. In this paper the arguments of the 
secretary of state are reviewed and replied to; and 
the letter concludes as follows: 

“As the partial gazettes throughout the union 
unfortunately endeavor to scatter the seeds of ani- 
mosity in the minds of unguarded persons, or such 
as are uninformed on the points embraced by the 
differences pending; and, as the congress has re- 
quested information of the president on the present 
state of those differences, who has laid before the 
house of representatives the official correspondence 
on these subjects both here and Madrid, it would 
be desirable that his excellency would be pleased 
also to lay the present note before congress, as it 
forms a part, and is the complement of that cor. 
respondence, and presents the most unquestionable 
view of the amicable dispositions of Spain, and of 
the determination of his Catholic majesty to omit 
nothing to meet the just wishes and hopes of the 
United States. I therefore liope that the president 
will be pleased to direct this measure, and that you 
will contribute to its adoption. 

‘In the mean time, it is my most earnest wish 
that you may suggest a just mode by which we 
may be enabled to approach the necessary basis for 
the settlement of allthe differences pending, by 
removing the principal difficulties which have hi- 
therto obstructed our progress; as I shall, not- 
withstanding the deficiency of my powers and in. 
atructions, with the greatest pleasure, take it into 
due consideration, without waiting for new orders 
from my sovereign. You must be aware, sir, that 
those I am already furnished with cannot extend to 
the case presented by the proposals contained in 
your note of the 16th January, since Spain never 
imagined that the Jtio Colorads hitherto spoken of 
by the minister of this republic, could be any other 
than that of Natchitochez; and I did not even think 
you meant to speak of any other in your note, until I 
Was more exactly informed by you, the river which 


you wished to designate being known by the name of 


San Marcos, or de las Canas, This circumstance, 
taken in connexion with the other respecting the 
cession of the Ftoridas, without any equivalent or 
retribution whatever,produces an infinite difference 
in the view to be taken on the first propossxis made 
Onthe part of your government to that of his Ca. 
tholic majesty; and [am unable to stipulate such 
Von . XV .——24. 





sacrifices, on points of such magnitude, uniil I have 
previously consulted my court and received orders 
and instructions adapted to the purpose. Ifence t 
find myself under the necessity of despatching a 
messenger to Madrid, with all possible expedition, 
But, to prevent the loss of time in the mean while, 
this need not prevent our continuing the nezocias 
tion, and employing every proper means to bring it 
to aconclusion, on principles of common justice 
and reciprocal conyenience, to the satisfaction of 
both governments, To attain this, I conceive, it 
will not be difficult, provided we confine ourselves 
to the essential objects of the dispute, and honora- 
bly reject whatever has no important connexion 
with it, nor can contribute to the end in view. 

“I flatter myself, sir, that both you and your go: 
vernment will proceed under the influence of simi. 
lar sentiments. Reposing in this hope,I renew to 
ou the assurances of my disiinguished esteem and 
respect. God preserve you many years,” &c. 


The next letter, being of no great length, and 
presenting the views of the Spanish government in 
respect to the Indians in Florida, and the obliga- 
tions of her treaty stipulations respecting them, we 
publish entire: 

Don Luie de Onis to the secretary of state. 

Srr—In the president’s message, transmitted ta 
congress on the 25th instant, on the state of the 
present war with the Seminole Indians, it is declar. 
ed by his excellency, that the greater number of 
those Indians inhabit within the limits of Florida, 
and that Spain was consequently bound to restrain 
them and prevent their committing hostilities 
against the United States; but that it is painful to 
observe that she has failed to fulfil this obligation; 
that it is yet unknown whether the Spanish go- 
vernment has attempted to fulfil it, agreeably to 
the stipulation of its treaty with this republic; 
that, his Catholic majesty not having kept up a sufe 
ficient force in Florida to restrain those Indians, 
the United States had a fair right to enter the tere 
ritory of that Spanish province with an armed force, 
in ower to chastise them; which will be effected, 
showing due respect to the Spanish authorities 
where they may exist, and evacuating the province 
as soon as the abject of the war and the entry intu 
the Spanish territory shall be attained. 

It is my duty to state to you, for the information 
of the president, that the governor of Florida uni- 
formly observed the most scrupulous neutrality 
throughout all that province during the late war 
between the United States and Great Britain, and 
constantly employed every becoming and practica- 
ble means to avoid all“manner of hostilities on the 
part of the Indians, alluded to by the president in 
his message, against the people or citizens of the 
United States. In proof of which, f have the ho- 
nor to enclose a letter received .by. me from the go- 
vernor of St. Augustine, with » correspondence, 
also received from him, in relation to this particu: 
lar subject. Iam yet uninformed that any com- 
piaint of the authorities or citizens of the United 
States had been made to that officer of the Semi- 
nole Indians; or that any demand had been inade of 
him to restrain and compel them to make satisfac. 
tion to the United States for any injuries they may 





have committed. 
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From the governor’s correspondence, a literal/ The letter fiom Don Jose Coppinger, zovernor of 
copy of which is enclosed, it is evidertt that he’ St. Augustine, fo Don Luis de Onis, referred to in 
used the utmost attention in recommending them | the preceding letter, comes next in order, with its 
to abserve peace and the most perfect harmony|enclosures. I's conten's are epitormised in the last 
with the citizens ofthis republic, in appeasing all letter of M. de Onis, and it is thérefore not thought 
their bickerings and jealowsies, and in dissuading necessary to copy it. The extracts it encloses, 
them from every hostile feeling towards the per-/from the records of his office, consist of four or 
sons.or property of the citizens.of the U. States. five letters from the commandant to Spanish offi. 
He would also at once have employed forcible means \cers and others, advising strict observance of neu-’ 
to ¢ ffect this, in case any complaint had been made trality during our late war with Great Britain, and 
to him ofthese Indians, stating the excesses they as many more, which, just before the commence- 
may have commeatted and the gromnds there existed) ment of the Seminele war, passed between tic 
of obligimg them to make reparation for the injuries'Spanish commandint and Bowleck. The latter 
sustained, and of punishing them for their out- ‘complains of the Americans stealing his cattle, and 
rages. As nothing of this took place, I cannot per-' running lines within bis territory; stating: further, 
ceive how a failure in this case can be attributed to that he has directed some Americans, attempting 
the government of Spain. |to settle at Lochowsy, to be driven off, which he 

As to what relates to his Catholic majesty’s not says he has no doubt “they will represent as an act 
ke®ping up a more considerable force ia Florida, of hostihty.” 
you must be aware, sir, that Spain has reposed full| The next document is a letter, dated May 7th, 
confidescé im the peace and good understanling 1318, from Don Luis de Onis to the secretary of 
subsisting with the United States, and that, relying’ state, stating facts and asking information of the 
thereon, her attention has been confined tc keeping proceedings of this government respecting “the 
up such garrisons as were absolutely necessary to. <Xpedition of French adventurers” to Galveztown, 
preserve good order and the public tranquility; of Ke. 
course,she never entertained the ideaofputting that} The next paper is aletter from Don Luis de Onis 
provinee on a war establishment. Its garrisons, being to the secretary of siate, respecting certain priva- 
m the neighborhood of a friendly and respectable teers which had entered Baltimore “forthe p'r- 
power, were competent to the purposes they were | pose of dividing the spoil resuiting from their de- 
intended for, and to keeping the Indians depend- predations on the Spanish commerce.” 
eat on them within their duty, and toenforee that! The next letter, being the Spanish minister's 
peace and orderly conduct they were bound to ob-/ protest against our army’s having passed imto Fiori- 
serve, as well towards the territories and subjects da, is copied entire: . 
ef his Catholic majesty as towards those of the [ TRANSLATION. ] 
United States. Don Tuia de Onis te the secretary of state. 

it is therefare to be presumed, that the informa-| Sra—Itis now some time since information has 
tion or advices communicated to the president are! been circulated through the medium of the news- 
witbout foundation; and Itherefore hope, that his! papers and through private channels, of differ: nt 
exceliency, on correcting the truth of facts by an| incursions and acts of hostility committed wrihic 
€Xamination of the correspondénce, copy a of which | the territory of the crown of Spain, by divisions of 
is herewith transmitted, as well as by other suita_| ‘be army under the command of general Jacksen, 
ble means, will be pleased to prevent any violation | d¢@stined, as it appeared. to pursue and chastise the 
of the territory of Flerida, or ary other part of the | Semicole Indians; but I belteved, until now, that 
domimions of Spain, by the troops ef =e United; the mformation, although constantly repeated and 
States. If that fact should unfortunately be realiz-/ augmented, doubtless proceeded from vague and . 
ed, it would be my duty to enter my solemn pro |"afounded rumor-, as Fcould not persuade myscif 
test against it, in the name of the king my master, that such acts of violence and hostilmy could be 
but, confidently relying on the rectitude and wis-/ committed by the United States against a friendly 
dom of your government, I trust that its measures power, and in the midst of the most profound 
will cenform to the strict principics of justice and peace. How was it possible to believe, that, at the : 
that good faith in which his Cathelic majesty pla-| very moment of anegociation for settling and ter- 
ces full confidence. Spain has at all times strictly|Mimatirg amicably all the pending differences 
fulfilled ber engagements stipulated by the treaty between the two nations, and while Spain was ex- 
with the U. States; amd, while she prides herseif) hibiting the most emgment and generous proofs of a 
on a retigious observance of them, im every parti-| good understanding, and the most fait ful ooserv- 
cular relating to the Indians inhabiting within the | ance ofali the duties cf good neighborhood, the 
territories cf the monarchy, she is also desirous of| troops of the United States shouwid mvade the Spa- 
protecting those unfurtucates, and of acquitting/ nish provinces, msualt ihe commanders and officers 
herself towards them of every duty dictated by hu-’ of their garrisons, and forcibly seize on the milita- 
manity. She has never permutted them to be mo- ry postsand places mthose provinees? © Notwith- 
lested by the Spanish authorities, nor a singie step) standing this, the official «dvices I have just rece v- 
ta be taken tending to their extezmimation, the dis-}<d from the governor of West Florica, confirm 
possessing them of thei properties, or disturbing | what I had conceived to be impossibie. 
them in the free enjoyment of their customs and} Generzl Jackson and his officers have made de- 
goverument. The philanthropic sentiments of the | m-adsem the governor of that Spanish provines, in 
American government and people are assuredly m' the most unbecoming end msulting tone: they have 
enison with these of his majesty on ti:: pomt. 1) im different places, violated the Spanish territory 
therefore hope that those Inc::."s, oe. being punish- | and its waters; they have epmumitted enormous vex- 
ed for the violences or injuries they may have cam- 2ti003, gnexampled im history, With a considera- 
mitted, will be viewed with that indulgence, by (bic force they fell upon the Fort of St. Mark, and 
the president, which their ignorance and rusticity|compeiled the Spenish garrison te surrender 439 








seem to claam far them. | prigemers of war; they took possession of that for- 
Trenew the assurances of my perfect respect, and | tress, with 2il ‘be arulblery, warhie stores and ef- 
pray God, &c. LUS DE ONS. ‘fects, withent drawmg ep an mventory of the same, 


and tave extended their military possession curt 


Washington, 77.4 Mareh, 8ST. 
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the bay of St Mark, and the adjacent country. Ln 
speaking of the conduct sf the American general 
and his officers, I confine myself to what relates to 
the acts of hostility and violence committed within 
the territory of the crown.of Spain, to the violation 
of peace,-and the forcible occupation of the sfore- 
sail country and fort. 

Under the pretext of making war against the In- 
dians, 01 complaints or motives which have neither 
been communicated to the governor of those pro-| 
yinces, nor to the captain general of the Island of, 
Cuba, who is also governor of them, nor ta any 
other Spanish officer nor public functionary, the 
dominions of East Florida have likewise been in- 
vaded, and the Spanish territory entered as if it | 
was an enemy’s country—in fine, general Jackson 
has omitted nothing that characterises a haughty 
conqueror, but the circumstance of adding to these 
monstrous acts of hostility the contradictory ex- 
pressions of peace and friendship with Spain. 

_I therefore find myself under the necessity of 
protesiing strongly and solemnly, asI now do, in 
the name of the king, my master, against the inva- 
sion of the Foridas, ahd against the taking passes- 
sion of the fort and bay of St. Mark, by the troops 
of this republic; and I request you, sir, to lay be- 
fore the president this my protest, in full confi- 
dence that H. E, will cause things in both the Flo- 
ridas to be reinstated and placed in statu quo; the 





possession of by the American commander, indem- 
nity for all the injuries and losses sustained by the 
crown of Spain and subjec's of his C tholic majés- 
ty in consequence of this ect of invasio:, and a sa- 
tisfaction proportisne! to the enormify of these 
offences, together with the lawful punishment of 
the general and the officers of this repubjic, by 
whom they were committed. e 

“J, therefore, hope that the presitent, penetrated 
with indignation by acts of such enormity, will im- 
mediately comply with my demand,founded on such 
strict justtcé; and I impatiently await your answer 
to this note, which will comnmnicate the resolut:o 
of the president for my information, in order that I 
may transmit the same to my government with all 
requisite despatch.” pes phies: 

The next paper is a letter from the same to the 
same, dated at Bristol, July 21, requesti:g a prompt 
and categorical answer to his former dei:nands and 
protests, 

The next letter, being the answer of our govern. 
ment to the several demands and protests of the 
Spanish minister, respectisg the occtpation of the 
Spanish posts in Florida by our army, it is thought 
proper to publish entire: by 

The secretary of state to don Luis de Onis. “ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, , 
Washington, 23d, July, 1818. ¢ 

Srn—I have had the honor of receiving pour lét- 





fort of St. Mark to be delivered up to the Spanish | tens of the 24th June, and 18th inst. complaining of 
commandant, together with all the ordnance, war- the conduct of maj. gen. Jackson, in eniering West 
like stores and effects, found in that fortress, and Floride, with the forces under his command, tak- 
all damages and injuries caused in the Floridas ing the Spavish posts of St. Marks and Pénsacola, 
by the officers and troops of this union to be fully', ? . , 
indemnified and compensated. In the mean time,’ without recurring to the long standing-and hea- 
I repeat this most solemn protest in the name of| vy causes of complaint which the U. States have lad 
my sovereign, all which I duly communicate to his | against Spain, to the furbearamce with which they 
majesty, in the discharge of my duty. have been borne, without despairing of obtaining 
I trust, sir, that you will be pleased to acknow- _ justice fiom her by amicable means; to the efforts 
ledge the receipt of this note, and inform me of equally unceasing and unavailisg which they have 
the resolution taken by the president thereon. In) ade to obtain that justice, or tu the exirrordinary 
the mean time I renew the expressions of my par- ‘delays by which it has been protracted and is still 
ticular respect, and pray God to preserve you many . withheld, it is thought proper, on. this ocrssion to 
yee LUIS DE ONIS. — {a1 your attention, to a series of events, whic) ne- 
Bristol, 17 June, 1818. cessitated and just:fied the entrance of the troops 
The next letter is from Don Luis de Onis to the of the United States upoa the Spanish boundary of 
secretary of state, of the 24ih June, enquiring into Florida, and gave octasion to those transeciions of 
the facts respecting: the occupution of Pensacola, the commander of the Ameriean forces against 
which he has seen announced in the National Intel- which you complain. ' 
ligencer. | [tcanuot be unknown to you that for a consilera- 
.The next letter is from the same to the same, bie time before the government of the United 
dated at Washington on the 8th of July, after the States issued orders fe: military operations in that 
news of the-occupation of Pensacola by our troops | quarter, the inhabiianis of Uieir frontier had been 
was confirmed, protesting against the same, and | exposed tothe depredations, murders, and massa- 
concluding as follows: |cres of a tribe of savages, asmall port of which 
‘All these cn cumstances impress me with the | lived within the limits of the U..ited States, fr 
belief that general Jackson has acted contrary to | the greater number of them dwelling within the 
the orders of the president, tarnished the Ameri-} borders of Fiorida. The barbarous, uvreleniing, 
can name, and committed the - reputation of his | and exterminating character of Indian h-stilities, 
government in the face of the universe. It is, | ts also well known to you; and, from the peculisr 
therefore, my duty to protest, and I do hereby so- | local position of these tribes, it was obvions that 
lemnly protest, in the name of the king, my mas- | there could be no possible security for the lives of 
ter, against these public acts of hostility and inva: | the white inhabitants af those borders, unless the 
sion, and I demand, through you, of the president, | United States and Spain should be reciprocally 
in the name of my sovereign, the prompt restitu- , bound to restrain the portion of the Indians, re- 
tion of the fort and bay ofSt. Mark, also of Pensa- | spectively within their territories, from committing 
cola, and Barrancas, and other pldtes in Florida, robbery and butchery upon the citizens and sub- 
violently attacked and wrested from the crown of | jects of the other party. So forcibly was the ne- 
Spain, by the forces under general Jackson, in the |cessity felt by both, that in the Sth article of the 
midst of peace, and the most positive zssurances of treaty of 27th October, 1795, the following re- 
friendship and harmony. In like manner, I demand | markable stipulation is contained—“The two high 
the faithful delivery of all the artillery, warlike | contracting parties shall by all the means in their 
stores and property, both public and private, taken | power maintain peace and harmony among the se- 
at: Pensacola, and other forts atid places taken veral Indian mations who inhabit the country adja- 
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cent to the lines and rivers, which by the preceding 
articles form the boundaries of the two Fboridas: 
and the better to obtain this effect, both parties 
oblige themselves expressly to restrain by force all 
hostilities on the part of the Indian nations living 
within their boundaries: so that Spain will not suffer 
her Indians toattack the citizens of the U. States, 
nor the Indians inhabiting their territory: nor will 
the United States permit these last mentioned In- 
dians to commence hostilities against the subjects 
of his Catholic majesty, or his Indians, in any man- 
ner whatever.” ae 

% Notwithstanding this precise, express and solemn| 
compact of Spain, numbers, painful to recollect, of 
the citizens of the United States inhabiting the 
frontier, numbers, not merely of persons in active 
tnanhood, but of the tender sex, of defenceless age, 
and helpless infancy, had at various times been 
butchered with all the aggrevations and horrors of 
savage cruelty, by Seminole Indians, and by a ban- 
ditti ef negroes, sallying from within the Spanish 
border, and retreating to it again with the horrid 
ruits of their crimes. 

Ata former period the governor of Pensacola had 
been ealled upon, by letter from major gen. Jack- 
gon, conformably to the stipulated engagement of 
Spain, and tothe duties of good neighborhood, to 
interpose by force and break up a strong hold, of 
whicl: this horde of savages and fugitive slaves had 
possessed themselves, on the territory of Florida. 
The answer acknowledged the obligation, but' 
pleaded an incompetency of force for its fulfilment. 
Copies of these important documents are herewith 
transmitted to you; and it may be within your know- 
ledge and recollection, that the orders and the 
competent force which governor Zuniga stated in 
his letier that he had solicited from his governor 
general, and without which he declared himself 
unable to destroy this fort, erected upon Spanish 
territory, for purposes of united, civilized, savage, 
and servile war against the United States, was 
never furnished, and that the United States were 
finally compelled to accomplish its destruction by 
their own force. 

The permanent and unvarying policy of the Unit- 
ed States, with regard to all the Indian tribes with 
in their borders, is that of peace, friendship and 
liberality—-and, so successful has this policy been, 
that for many years no instance has occurred of 
their being in hostility with any Indian tribe, un- 
less stimulated by the influence of foreign incen- 
diaries. Even after the repeated commission of 
these depredations aud massacres by the Semi- 
nole Indians, at the very moment when the govern- 
ment of the United States was reluctantly compel. 
led to employ their own military force for the pro- 
tection of their people, offers of peace were ten- 
dered to them and rejected, 

Nor has the respect. manifested by this govern- 
ment, for the territorial rights of Spain, been Jess 
signal and conspicuous. Even after the full and 
fotmal notice by the governor of Pensacola of the 
incompetency of his force, either to perform the 
duties of neutrality, or to fulfil the obligations of 
the treaty, when it became necessary to employ the 
military force of the United States for the protec- 
tion of their frontier, on the 30th October last, the 
commanding officer in that quarter, while directed 


the 9tb of December they were again renewed, ° 
with the modification, suggestsd by tbe continuati- 
on of Indian ontrages, that should the Indians as- 
semble in force on the Spanish side of the line, and 
persevere in committing hostilities within the li- 
mits of the United States, the American officer was | 
authorised in that event to exercise a sound dis- 
cretion, as to the propriety of crossing the line, for 
the purpose of attacking them, and breaking up 
their towns. On the 16th of December, upon in- 
formation that an officer of the United States, with 
a detachment, of forty men, had been attacked, and 
all destroyed, with the exception of six, who made 
their escape, four of whom were wounded, the in- 
struction, of which the following is a copy, was is- 
suec from the department of war, to the American 
géneral then incommand. ‘On receipt of this let- 
ter, should the Seminole Indians still refuse to 
make reparation for the outrages and depredations 
on the citizens of the United States, it is the wish 
of the president that you consider yourself at li- 
berty to march across the Florida line, and to at- 
tack them within its limits, should it be found ne- 
cessary, unless they should shelter themselves un- 
ner a Spanish fort. In the last event, you will im- 
mediately notify this department.” 

These, with a subsequent instruction of the 26th 
December, to the commander in chief, referring to 
them, and directing him, with a view to them, to 
adopt the necessary measures to terminate a con- 
flict which it had ever been the desire of the pre- 
sident, from considerations of humanity, te avoid, 
but which was made necessary by the settled hos- 
tilities of the Indians, are all the instructions given 
in relation to Florida. 

By the ordinary laws and usages of nations, the 
right of pursuing an enemy who seeks refuge from 
actual conflict, within a neutral territory, is incon- 
testible. Butin this case the territory of Fiorida 
was not even neutral, it was itself, so far as Indian 
Savages possess territorial right, the territory of 
indians, with whom the United States were at war; 
it was their place of abode, and Spain was bound 
by treaty to restrain them by force from commit- 
ting hostilities against the United States; an en- 
gagement which the commanding officer of Spain, 
in Florida, had acknowledged himself unable to 
fulfil. Of the necessity there was for crossing the 
line, what stronger proofs could be adduced, than 
that it was within that line that the American ge- 
neral met the principal resistance from the Indians, 
whic he encountered in the whole campaign; that, 
within that line, at their towns, which he destroyed, 
he found displayed, as barbarous trophies, the mu- 
tilated remnants of our wretched fellow citizens, 
the murdered women and children, the accumula- 
ted barbarities of many years? 

You have seenthat no instruction or authority, 
inconsistent with the declaration in the message of 
the president of the United States, of the 25th of 
March last, to congress, was ever issued to the 
commander of the American forces. The posses- 
sion which he took of the Fort of St. Marks, and 
subsequently of Pensacola, was upon motives which 
he himself has explained, and upon his own re- 
sponsibility. For his justification of the adoption 
of both these measures, he states them to have 
been necessary upon the immutable principles of 





to take other measures for suppressing the hostili- 
ties of the Indians, was expressly instructed, not 
on that account, to pass the line, and make an at- 
tack upon them within the limits of Florida, with- 


self defence; that at an early period of: his opera- 
tions, he had given full notice of their object to the 
governor of Pensacola, by communication, dated 
25th of March last, warning him that every attempt 





out further orders. On the 2d of December, in- 
atructiops to the sgme effect were repeated. On! 


on his part to succour the Indians, or prevent the 
passage of provisions for the American.troops, in 
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the Escambia, would be viewed as acts of hostility; | 
that, in defiance of this admonition, the governor 
of Pensacola did both give succour to the Indians, 


sacola but the day before the American troops took 
possession, and a number of other Indians were’ 
seen about the same time within a few miles of « 





and delay the passage of the provisions to the A. 
merican army, and thereby subjected them to the 
greatest privations; that the governor of Pensaco- 
la had caused it to be directly reported to the 
Aimerican general, that Fort St. Marks had been 
threatened by the Indians and negroes, and expres- 
sed serious apprehensions, from thé 

the garrison, and defenceless state of the work, for 
its safety;} that this information was confirmed to 
the American general from other. sources, upon 
which he could rely, and completely warranted the 
amicable occupation, by him, of that fort; that 
upon his entering the fort, evidence, clear, unequi- 
vocal, and manifold, was evinced, of the duplicity 
and unfriendly feeling of the commandant; evidence 
demonstrating, beyand the power of denial, that, 
far from acting ia the spirit of that sacred engage- 
ment of his sovereign, to restrain by force his In- 
dians from hastilities against the United States, he 
had made himself, by every act in his power, a part- 
ner and accomplice of the hostile Indians, and of 
their foreign instigators; that the same spirit of 
hostility to tae United States, was discovered by 
the governor of Pensacola himself, by his refusal 
to permit, unless by the payment of exorbitant 
duties, the passage of provisions to the American 
army—by the reception and succour given to the 
Indians at various times—and, finally, by a letter 
which he sent to the American general, denouncing 
his entry into Florida as an aggression against 
Spain, and threatening, unless he should immedi- 
ately withdraw from it, and:should he continue, 
what he thus styled aggressions, that he would re- 
pel force by force. This was so open an indica. 
tion of hostile feeling on the part of governor Miuzot, 
after he had been early and well advised of the ob- 
ject of gen. Jackson’s operations, that this officer 
no longer hesitated on the measure to be adopted 


Pensacola, and -ucceeded, with the aid of Spa. 
nish officers, in eluding the pursuit of the American 
troops. 
A conduct not only so.contrary to the express: 
engagements of Spain, but so unequivocally hes- 
tile to the United States, justly authorizes them to 


weakness of} call upon his Catholic majesty for the punishment 


of those officers, who the president is persuaded 
have therein acted contrary to the express orders 
of their sovereign. In the full confidence that your 
government will render to the United States am- 
ple justice in this regard, the president has direct- 
ed all the proofs relating thereto to be embodied, 
as the ground of an application to that effect to 
your government. 

In the mean time, lam instructed by the presi- 
dent to inform you, that Pensacola will be restor- 
ed to the possession of any person duly authrised, 
on the part of Spain, to receive it; that the For! of 
| St. Marks, being in the heart of the Indian coun- 
try, and remote from any Spunish settlement, can 
be surrendered only to a force sufficiently strong 
to hold it against the attack of the hostile Indians; 
upon the appearance of which force, it will also be 
restored. 

In communicating to you this decision, I am al-- 
'so directed to assure yort, that it has been made 
under the fullest conviction, which he trusts will 
ibe felt by your government, that the preservation 
of peace between the two nations indispensably re- 
'quires that henceforth the stipulations by Spain to 
restrain, by force, her Indians from all hostilities: 
against the United States, should be faithfully and 
effectually fulfilled. 

I pray you to accept the assurance of my high 
cons‘deration, JQHN QUINCY ADAMS 

The papers enclosed in the above, are a letter 
from major gen. Jackson to the governor of Pen- 








—the occupation of Pensacola and of the Fort of! sacola, dated Washington, M. T. 23d of April, 


Barrancas. 


1816, respecting the negro fort on the Chatahouche; 


The charges alleged by gen. Jackson against the} and the answer of governor Zuniga thereto, dated 


commandant of St. Marks, are not known even to 


24th of the following month, already published 


have been denied. ‘The governor of Pensacola has| among the documents respecting the Seminole 


partly, and but partly, contradicted those which 
applied to himself. He assured gen. Jackson that 


war. 
The next doctiment is a letter from Don Luis 


the information received by him of the number of| de Onis, to the secretary of state, calling on the 
Taudians who had been received and harboured at} government to put astop to’ the building, in the 
Pensacola, was erroneous. It is possible that the| port of New York, of two frigates intended to 


numbers may have been somewhat exaggerated in 
the reports which general Jackson had received; 
but, within ten days after the time stated in his 
letter to the governor of Pensacola, of this assem- 
blage of Indians at the place, a large body of them 
were overtaken, surprized and defeated by the 


cruise, with a crew of American citizens, against 
the commerce of Spain. In this letter are enclos-’ 
ed four several depositions to the fact of building 
and shipping crews on board these vessels. 

The next document is another letter from don 
Luis de Onis, dated the 28th July, on the same sub- 


forces of the United States, within one mile of| ject, enclosing three other depositions confirming 


Pensacola; nor was it until after that event that 
the governor issued his proclamation for refusing 
them supplies, and gave them the advice under 
which 87 of them surrendered themselves to the 
American officer. But the measures of gen. Jack- 
Son were not founded upon one solitary fact: a 
combination of circumstances, all tending to con- 
vince him of the hostile spirit of the governor, re- 
mains yet uncontradicted; and the general has 
furnished proofs that governor Mazot’s assertion, 
that there has been, since the surrender of those 
87 Indians to capt. Young, only two in Pensacola, 
aud those in jail, was itself very incorrect: besides 
the Alabama chief included in the capitulation, 
one wounded Indian was found in the Fort of Bar- 


*ancas: Holmes, a noted Red Stick chief, left Pen-! 


those previously sent. 

The next document is a long letter of the Spanish 
minister,cated August Sth, to the secretary of state, 
in reply to his of the 23d of July, and contesting 
the grounds therein assumed; requesting the re-de- 


concluding with the following paragraph: 

“In concluding this note, I forbear to repest to 
you assurances of the sincere and strong desire of 
his Catholic majesty to see all pending Ccifferences 
speedily brought to an amicable conclusion. You 
are aware that, in April last, | despatched a courier 
to my government, with full information on the 
state of the negociation; submitting, agreeably to 
what you stated to me, ard with a view of expédit- 
ing the proceedings, its final arrangement By the 


—_ 





livery of the Spanish posts to be expedited, and. 
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ministry of the king, my master, and the minister 
of the United States at Madrid. On the first official 
notice of the result of that proposition, although it 
has not yet had the desired effect, I have no doubt 


that we shall be able to come to an understanding, 


by means of my new instructions, and agree on the 
basis of'a treaty mutually satisfactory.” 

The documents next in order are the following: 

The secretary of state, to don Luis de Onis. 
DePparRTMENT OF STATE, 
‘ Washingtor, 24th August, 1818. 

Stn—I have received your letters of the 27th ult. 
and 5th iast. with their respective enclosuses, all of 
which have been laid before the president. 

With regard to the two vessels alleged to have 
been equipped at New-York, for the purpose of 
cruising under the flag of Buenos Ayres, against 
Spanish subjects, the result of the examination 
which has taken place before a judge of the su- 
preme court of the United States, has, doubtless, 


convinced you, that no prosecution, commenced! 


‘by the government of the United States, against the 


persons charged with a violation of their laws and 


their neutrality, could have been necessary or use- 
ful to you; no transgressions of the laws having 
been proved against them. 

It would be equally #iperfluous and unreasona- 
ble to pursue the discussion with you, relative to 
the proceedings of the American commander in 
chief, in entering Florida, and his conduct there; 
and to the misconduct of the governor of Pensaco- 
ja, and of the commandant of St. Marks, in aiding 
and abetting the savage enemies of the U. States, 
whom Spain had, by solemn treaty, bound herself 
to restrain, by force, from committing hostilities 
against them. But you will permit me to observe, 
that the obligation of Spain was positive and unqua- 
Fified; and that an attempt to evade its force, by 
the allegation, that Spain could not carry it into 
effect, until she knew what hostilities they Aad 
committed, and the possible cxuses of, or provo- 
cations to them, would be equally unwarranted by 
the express terms of the article, and by the inten- 
tions of the contracting parties tothe treaty. The 
stipulation of Spain was not to punish her Indians for 
murders tommitted upon the aged and the infirm, 
the women and children of the United States; but 
to resirain them by force from committing them: 
and the insinuation that the Indians themselves had 
been provoked to such atrocious acts, would be as 
disingenious, on the part of Spain, to escape from 
the sacred duties of her compact, as it would be 
unfounded in point of fact. 

The letter of general Jackson to the governor of 
Pensacola, a copy of which was transmitted to you 
in mine of the 25d ult. and, with its answer, were 
written, not as you allege, at the turbulent period 
of the late war between the United States and Great 
Britain, but, as their dates will shew, more than a 
year after the conclusion of the peace. The fort 
had been built, upon Spanish territory, under the 
suffrance of Spanish authorities, by British officers 
during the war, for annoyance against the Unite 
States, After the peace,it remained the strong hold 
of fugitive negro and Indian robbers and murderers, 
which the governor of Pensacola, when summoned 
by general Jackson to destroy, alleged his inability 
to do it, without reinforcement and further orders; 
which, as the event proved, were never received. 

. Ihave the honor to inform you, that orders have 
already been furwarded to the commanding officers 
at Pensacola and St. Marks, to deliver up those 
places, conformably to the notice in my letter to 


- 


Pensacola, and commandant of St. Marks, respec” 
tively, or to any person duly. authorised from you? 
or from the governor-general of the Havanna, to 
receive them. ' 

T am further instructed by the president, to as- 
sure you of the satisfaction with which he has seen, 
in the last paragraph of your letter, your expecta- 
tion of being speedily enabled to make proposals 
containing the basis of a treaty, which may adjust, 
to mutual satisfaction, all the existing differences 
between our two nations, and his earnest hope that 
this expectation, in the fulfilment of which this 
government have confided, and adopted measures 
sits alge dna it, may. be realized at an early 

aye 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
sir, your very humble and obedient servant, §— ~ 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


TRANSLATION. 





Bon Luis de Onis to the secretary of state. -— 

Srx—I have received your official note of 24th 
of Angust last, in reply to mine of the 5th of that 
month, and 27th July preceding, and I coincide 
with you in the opinion, that it is superfluous to 
coniinue the discussion on the conduct of the Ame- 
rican general in the invasion of Florida, since the 
simple knowledge of acts of this description and 
notoriety sufficiently indicates that justice, which 
I am persuaded cannot be. dissembied in the view 
of unprejudiced reason. 

I shall, therefore, not dwell further on the well 
founded arguments and documents I have produced 
in my notes on this subject; but merely referring to 
them, [ have to insist on, and demand of the go- 
vernment of the United States, that most just satis- 
faction which I have already required of them, in 
the name of my sovereign, and is imperiously claim. 
ed by the integrity of his monarchy, and the honor 
af his crown. 

I immediately communicated to my government 
the determination which you did. me the honor to 
state to me, that orders had been given to the Ame- 
rican commanding officers to deliver up the posts 
of Pensacola and St. Marks, to such Spanish autho- 
rities as might be duly authorised to receive them, 
that it may, on a knowledge of that fact, adopt the 
measures requisite m the case. 

Anxiously desirous to see the basis of a treaty 
established to the satisfaction of both governments, 
I await the result of the negociation pending (as 
you know) at Madrid, information of which must 
soon be received here, that we may proceed im. con- 
formity to it; and it being fully evinced, that the 
king, my master, has the most earnest wish to do 
what may be most agreeable to this republic, even 
to the diminution of his own interest, as far as is 
compatible with his honor and dignity, I doubt not, 
that in one shape or another, we may attain the 
most equitable mode of effecting a settlement, an 
terms mutually satisfactory. 

I reiterate the assurance of my distinguished con- 
sideration, and pray God to preserve you many 
years. LUIS DE ONIS. 

Bristol, 11th December, 1818. : 





[TRANSLATION } 
Don Luis de Onis to the secretary of state. 
Sin—Whilst J make known to you that I have 
received new orders and instructions. from my 
court, to resume the negociation pending between 
the government of the United States and that of 
Spain, and to agree with you as to every thing that 





x0u of the 23d ultimo, to the former governor of 





may be convenient and proper, to give effect, in a8 
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definitive arrangement of all the differences which 
exist between the two governments, I ought also 
to inform yeu that his Catholic majesty ratified, on 
the 9th of July last, the convention signed on the 
11th of August, 1802, and ratified a yeer and a half 
afterwards by the president and senate of the U. 
States. I have received the ratification by his ma- 
jesty, and am ready to proceed with you to the cor- 
responding exchange, if the president deems it 
proper; but I think I ought, before it is done, to 
make to you some observations on this point, — 
The king, my master, agreed to ratify at the time 
he did the convention of 1802, as well in compliance 
with the verbal intimations. given to his secretary 
of state by Mr. Erving, minister plenipotentiary of 
this republic, as from a desire not to omit, on his 
part, any thing which might be agreeable to your 
government. It also occurred to his majesty, that 
there might be some obstacle or delay in the desir. 
ed arrangement and definitive agreement, respect- 
ing the pending differences between the tuo go- 
vernments; and the aforesaid ratification of that 


convention being represented to him as a concilia- 


tory measure, and very agreeable to the U. States, 


short time as possible, to the desired general and \form me you are prepared to make; and which will 


be considered with the most earnest desire of es- 
tablishing, by a prompt and honorable agreement, 
the most perfect good understanding and harmony 
between our countries. wat. 
I tender you, sir, the renewed assurance of -my 
very distinguished consideration, 
. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 








Don Luis de Onis to the secretary of state. 
{ TRANSLATION. ] 


curred sue April Jast, I have received from my court sclema 
assuranees of the sincere desire of his Catholic majesty, to sce 
every ground of complaint and disagreement between the Uni 

| States and Spain completely removed, and of his earnest wish to 
| strengthen and cement a good understanding and the most cor’ 
| dial iriendship, between the two nations. Having transmitted te 
| his majesty’s government the whole correspondence whieh jately 
| passed betweru us here, it bas been examined with the most pre- 
‘found attention to all the points embraced in it. A multitude of 
authentic papers,and original documents of the most-anexcepties- 
able authority, on each of the several fw involved in the eon- 
troversy between the government of the United States and that 
of lis Catholic majesty, were examined, offering ineuntestihle evi- 
d.nee of all the rights hitherto’ sustained by the crown of Spain, and 
refuting, with the clearness of truths universally admitted, ond by 
facts and vouchers equally notorious and unquestionable, the rea- 
soning and arguments upon which your government found their 
Claims. 








It was the earnest wish of his Catholic majesty, that the whole © 


i in acceding toit. Bu 
he did not delay an instant in acced 5 x dispute should be adjusted by his secretary of state, Mr. Pizarre, 


you know very well, that all the points comprehend- 
ec in that convention form part of the pending ne- 
gociation; and that the general and definitive ar- 
rangement, which I hope soon to conclude with 
you, being intended to embrace all the claims to 
which either power has a right against the other, 
and aij the ditlerences whi:« exist, or have hereto- 
fore existed, between thein—that that convention 
will necessarily be abrogated, the points to which 
it is limited being included in the said arrange 
ment and definitive treaty. For these reasons, which 
are obvious aud entirely convincing, I leave it to 
your consideration whether we should proceed to 
the exchanyre of the ratification of the said conven- 
tion, or wait until, the farst basis being setiled and 
agreed upon, by means of propositions I will in- 
stantly make to you, we may be able to judge, 
whiher ihe general and definitive treaty, which 
must put an end, in a solid and permanent manner, 
to all these discussions, will be coneluded as quickiy 
as we desire. 

I await your answer; and, in the mean time, i 
renew to you the assurances of my consiant desire 
toserveyou. God preserve you many ye:rs. 

| LUIS DE ONIS, 
Washington, 18th October, 1818. 





The aecretarg of state to don Luis de Onis. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 23d October, 1818. 

Sir—I have had the honor of receiving your let- 
ter of ihe 15th instant, and am directed by the pre- 
sident to assure you of the great satisiaction with 
which he has learned that you are prepsred to ex 
change the ratiGcations of the convention of 1802. 
Anxiously desirous as he is of seetng brought to 
a termination, mutually satisfictory, a/Z Vie subjects 
which have been so long in discussion between the 
two governments, the president receives (his ratifi- 
cation as an earnest, on the part of bis Catholic 
Taxjesty, of that conciliatory disposition which, he 
flatters himself, cannot fail to extend to a more ge- 
neral and satisfactory adjustment of all the other 
objects in controversy between us. He directs me, 
therefore, to accede to your proposal of-postponing 
ve exchange of the ratifications, and to assure you 
that I shail be ready to receive, whenever it may be 


agreeable to you, the proposiitons which you ia- 


; and Mr. Erving, the minister plenipotentiary of this republic, antl 
that they should proceed to a final arrangement of all, exist 
differences by means of a definitive treaty, which should combine, 
to the satisfaction of both governments, the inviolable principles 
of general justice, with the equitable views of reciprocal con- 
venience and utility. His maj: sty of<red on his part te do ev 
thing that might be possible, or compatible with the rights at 
| digoity of his royal crown, liberally to satisfy the desires expressed 
| by the United States. —But Mr Erving has declined acceding to 
this adjustment, althongh the correspondence between him and 
the seeretary of state was still carmed on with a view to that 
result, at the departure of the messenger, who was despatched to 
me, from Madrid, on the 21st of July last —His majesty being 
| apprehensive, notwithstanding his wishes, that the anicable ter 
| mination of these important affairs might suffer delay, has been 
pleased to give me such instiuctions aad orders as may enable me 
to adjust with you all pending differences between the two govern- 
ments—and effect the desired arrangement by means of a definitive 
treaty. For this purpose his majesty gave orders that the decu- 
| ments and proofs should be transmitted to me, which were neces- 
sary to convince the United States of the unquestionable right¢ 
of the crown of Spain to the territories and waters claimed 
your government, as furming an integral part of Louisiana. 
have received a considerable number of the said decuments and 
— and an examination of many others was taking place im 
pain, which are to be sent'me. ‘Phe result of this inquiry estabe 
lished what 1 stated to you in my notes, during my late abode 
at Washingtou, and especially in that which 1 addressed to you 
ow the 23d March, at the same period, in answer to that whieh I 
received from you of the 12th of the same month, upon ali the 








| 
| 
from the earliest period of the discoveries, conquest or cecupation, 
and the successive establishments of the crown of Spain, yn chat 
part of America, to the present day. It proved that Spain, long 
prior to any other nation, discovered Florida, that is, all the vast 
suund beautiful country extending trom what is now termed East 
| Florida, te tae Yio Bravo, or Rio Grande del Norte, which was 
i then the bonadary of the ki:gdom of Mexive, of which she was 
‘atveadp in peaceable possession. From the period of the discovery 
| of this extensive regiun by Ponce de Leon, in 1512, and the estat- 
lishment of the first act of possession in the name of the crown 
of Spain, repeated aud + am expeditions Were formed, compos- 
ed of trooys, artillery, and every thing necessary for penetrating 
througiwut the whole country, examimng all its positions trom 
the coast of the interior. and all its rivers, creeks, and bays, r-dug- 
ing the natives, uv estavtishing trade andl fricudship with them, 
and fer occupying allsuch places as night appear best calculated 
{ WO bring, aud preserve under thedominion of Spain, the said coum 
try, throughout its whole extent. I stated to you, in my said petes, 
and Lum enabled to prove it by the Most ainple dueuments, that 
this was the object of the expeditions of Vasquez de Aytlon, ig 
1520, and of Pautilo de Narvaez, in 1528. Jone latter obtaine 
from Charles ist, of Spain and emperor of Germany, a solemn 
authority to reduce the whole country, from the bay of Spirige 
Sanio, in East Florida, to thg river Painias; he arrived in the said 
‘region with a respeetabl: force, aud exatuined it from East tu 
West. In this he had !y en preceded by Francisco de Garay, who 
passed through it by land, from the bay of Spiritu Santo to Panue:e 
Hernando d= Suto was soon afterwards appointed governor genc< 
ral of Fiomda, the name then given to the whole of this vast cour- 
try—he entered it with a powertal force, and repeated the solenm 
acts of taking possession of it in behalf of Spaim—he aft -rwards 
exainined its extensive limits, and founded several settlement a 
He was sueceeded, in his government, by Moscoso, who continued 
to explore the country aad extend the setllemenis. These two 
first governors général of, Florida, éfavérsed and examined ir, as 
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I have said, from East to West; from the point, or Cape of that journey formerly made 


Fiorida, now called East Florida, to the Rio Bravo, crossing the 
Mississippi, which was then called the Palisada, and all the others 
which empty into it, or into the gulph of Mexico. From that 
period Spain has usiformly continued in the dominion and pos- 
session of all that country, in which she successively founded the 
provinee of Cohaguila, the kingdom of New-L¢on, that of New- 
Mexico, &c. also the province of Texas, which she has retained 
until the present time. It is an unquestionable fact, and of uni- 
versal notoriety, that the whole country I am now speaking of, 
was known from the beginning by the general denomination of 
Florida. and included all the coast, from the point of Florida, now 
called East Florida, tothe Rio Bravo, and all the country and the 
waters of the interior: of thisa full and uniform proof is afforded 
the history, and most respectable documents of those times. 
uting the lapse of two centuries, the whole of this vast coun- 
_try was known to the nations of Europe, under no other name, 
Not only the Spaniards, but all foreigners, laid it.down in their 
maps and charts uader this name, and with the same limits. I 
might bere cite the English traveller, Dampierre, and several 
others, who thus denominate and lay down this beautiful region 
in their maps and descriptions; but why, should I not‘now dwell 
ou what never admitted of a doubt, or change, until the French- 
man, Delisle, through ignorance, erroneous information, or partial 
motives, extended in his idea and map, the boundaries of French 
Louisiana to the Rio Bravo? This error, or extravaganc:, has 
ever since been adopted by all those who have had an interest in 
supporting the illusion, or have carelessly or ungua:Jedly copied 
the gratuitous suppositions of that gcographer. But, as this is in 
direct contradiction to the history »f those early times, and the 
most unquestionable ducuments which establish the contrary, these 
ehimerical and absurd suppositions are entitled to po credit what- 
ever, although they had been advanced with great gravity and 
astentation. 

It is moreover a fact, beyond all dispute, that the crown of Spain 
was established as the lawful owner and possessor of all the afore- 
said region, and that it has uniformly been preserved, under her 

. dominjon to this day, with the exception of such parts of it, as by 
treatics, conventions, and other solemn acts, she has transferred 
to foreign powers. As the introduction of the French into part 


. of that region, has formed the ground of the claims of your go- 


verament, I shall confine my remarks to them. In the cours: 
of our late correspondence, I stated to you in my notes, the man- 
ner in which the French got a footing in that part of the Spanish 
dominions, and how they proceeded to form the colony to which 
7 gave the name of Louisiana. 

ut, to forma just idea of the estahlishment of that colony, and 
of its precise extent and boundaries, it is necessary to take a view 
of it, at three different periods; first under the direction of the go- 
vrernment of France; second, under that of Crozat and of the 
French Western company, and, thirdly, under the government of 
the crown of France. 

Ido not deem it necessary now to detail, minutely, the first 
attempt of the French on the old Fiorida, in 1562. It is well 
Known, that John Rivaut, to whom the conduct of the expedition 
was committed, through the influence of adiniral Coligny, was 
completely routed by the Spaniards, under general Menendez de 
Abyles. The general having attacked the French in their fort 
of Carolina, all those who escaped the assault were made prisoners 
ef war: and having pursued their vessels, he, and stor:iny weather, 
put an end to the wretched remains of this French expedition. 
Abyles founded the castle and forts of St. Augustine, which then 
became the capital of ail Florida, established various other pusts, 
aud enforced a respect fur the dominion of Spain over all the 
coast and territories of that vast region. The French never again 
seturned there antil the last attempt of the celebrated La Salle, 
who, towards the close of 1684, sailed trom France with an expedi- 
tion to discover the mouths of the Mississippi; at this period, the 
French had already established Usemselves in the lower part of 
Canada. 

Fearful of meeting a fate like that of Rivaut they avoided an 


-}nterference with the countries belonging to the crown of Spain, 


and coufined their estabiishments to the coasts of the Atlantic. 
The savages, or Aborigines of Canada, had a knowledge of other 
Indian nations inhabiting beyond the lakes, and of a very remote 
country, Watered by a great river, which, as they said ran neither 
to the east, to the west, nor to the north, but which might probably 
run to the south, and empty into the Gulph of Mexico. It was 
they who, 1660, gavethe French of Canada an idea of this coun- 
try and river, although very limited, vague and obscure, and excit- 

in the mind of Joiiet, an inhabitant of Quebec, and of the 
Missionary Marquette, the project of crossing the lakes, and pene- 
trating into the said cuuutry, to explore it aud the river. ‘They 
realized their project, embarked on lake Michigan, ascended the 
river Zoras to its source, afterwards travelled by iand, aud, return- 


“ing to the entrauce ef the same river, navigated tothe westward, 


and,on the 2d June, 1673, they struck the Mississippi. They then 
deseended this river as low as the Arkansas in 33° north latitud-, 
but, fearful of falling into the hands of the Spaniards, they ‘after- 
Wards retreated to Canada, and, on their return, passed through 
the country inhabited by the Illinois, whom they found disposed to 
trade with the French of that colony. 
This exeursjon produced no result whatever, and would have 
been wholly forgotten at the death of Marquette, but the tamous 
» Salle, an emcerprizing aud resolute man, who had come to 
Canada with the desigu of exploring a passage frum thence to 
Japan,or China, haviug heard of Jolict’s narrative, conceived the: 
Project of repeating the same journey. He embarked for Frauce, 
ou his arrival at Paris, proposed his plan to the prince of Conti 
—patronized by him, and the government, he returned to Quebec 
with a company of thitty associjat«s, and the Chevalier Funte, a 
brave and experiences officer. At Quebhee he was joined by Fa- 
ther: Hennepin, and at the head of this party, set out on the | 





. ——— 


Joliet and Marquette. Having en- 
} countered extraordinary difficulties, he employed several years in 
accomplishing it. Ou the 4th of March, 1681, he arrived at the 
Arkansas: in April, of the following year, he proceeded as low 
down as.the mouth of the Mississippi, and in the spring of 1683, 
he returned to France to giv~ an account of hisdiscoveries. With 
all due ceremony, he took sion of the Arkansas and the 
Mississippi, in the name of the crown of France, although it was 
well known, that all those countries were under the dominion 
of Spain. In performing this journey La Salle did no more than 
explore distant countries, and that in a clandestine and secret man- 
her, being under the necessity of defending himself both against 
the Spaniards and the English, who repeatedly fel) in with and 
attacked him, pee x 
La Salle having’given an exaggerate account of his discoveries 
in this part of America, was authorised ty his court to search for 
the mouths of the Mississippi, and occupy some position on its 
banks. This was the object of the maritime expedition, with 
which he sailed from France, under the command of Beaujour, 
for the Gulph of Mexico, which he entered on the 12th of Dec. 
1634. Inthe notes I lately addressed you at Washington, I stated 
the result of this expedition and of the,labors of La Salles Driven 
on the coast of the province of Texas, it was with difficulty this 
distinguished adventurer found safety in the bay of St. Bernard; 
he crossed by the ‘Trinty river;aud constructed a redoubt to de- 
fend himself against the Indians; but, not being able to defend 
it, he determined on abandoni:g the country, and was assassinated 
by his own party. The Indians attacked the fort, or redoubt, in 
which he had left some of his people, demolished it, and massacred 
them. Of this unfortonate expedition, seven men only esca 
five of whom succeeded iu reaching the Arkansas. on the 20th of 
July, 1687, and returned to Montreal in the May following. The 
others found their way among the Cenis or Asinais Indians. I pre- 
sume that I bave fully proved to you,in my former notes, that this 
shipwreek of La Saile on the coast of Texas, and bis entry into 
the bay of St. Bernard and adjacent country; can give no right 
to France to that bay and country, they being already under the 
dominion of the crown of Spait In fact, what right could France 
have to extend herself, from her remote colony of Canada, to those 
territories? But France only authorised La Salle.to search for 
the mouths of the Mississippi, doubtless in the belief that this river 
was not within the Spanish possessions. I also stated to you, that 
the most effectual measures were iustantly taken by the vice roy 
of Mexico and the Spanish government, to drive the French from 
any position they wight have occupied in the Gulph of Mexico, 
or in the interior. his was * ie of the special objects of the 
successive expeditions of Alonzo de Leon, Domingo Teran, an® 
Gregorio Saiivas—I say that this was one of the objects of these 
expeditions, because they were likewise charged with forming dif- 
f-rent establishments in the province of Texas or of the Asiuais, 
and securing the whole coast from any incursion of foreigners. 
They executed the object of their mission—so that the French 
made no further attempts from that time to the expedition of 
Iberville, in 1698, the period when the French first establisheti 
themselves on the Guiph of Mexico. Iberville, av experienced 
seamen, who had distinguished himself by his tortunate expedition 
to Hudson’s bay, in 1697, appeared off Pensacola with his squadron; 
but, discovering that the Spaniards were occupied jn fortifying that 
place, he shaped his course for the river Mobile. He entered it 
on the 2d of February of the samme year, and took possession of 
Massacre Island, which he called Dauphin Island. On the 2d of 
March, 1699, he entered the Mississippi, and ascended as high as 
the Bluffs; he there reeeived a letter from the Chevalier Fonte, by 
which he ascertained that this was really the Mississippi, and that 
the Indian nations which he had coinmunicated with showed @ 
very favorable disposition to trade with the French. He then 
returned to Mabile, and, leaving that place in the charge of Sauvole 
and Bienville, proceeded to France to give an account of his ex- 
pedition. The court of Spain, having been already informed of 
these enterprizes, determined to expei the French forever from 
those positions, and from all the Guiph of Mexico; but, this bein 
about to be executed, the death of Charles the 2d occurred, an 
the duke of Anjou succeeded to the crown, under the name of 
Philip 5th. Spain being then embarrassed with the war of succes- 
sion, and united by a close friendship with France, overlooked the 
establishment at Mobile. In January, 1700, Iberville returned 
there, but made no progress iv his projects, from the want of 
means and the badness of the climate. This feeble colony con- 
tinued to languish, without any prospect of realizing the extrava- 
gant expectations at first formed by the French. Louis 14th, 
setting little value on it, conferred the entire property of it on 
Crozat, in 1712. It is unnecessary now to point out the errors 
and absurditics contained in the grant of Louis 14th to Crozat, as 
I have already stated thes to you in detail: I shall, therefore, only 
have to speak of the second period—that of the establishment of 
this colony, and show its progress. La Motte-Cundillac being ap 
pointed governor, and Duclos intendant, of this famous establish? 
ment, they formed, with Crozat, a supreme tribanal for all civil 
and criminal eases, It was at that time that the excursion of the 
Frenchman, St.Dennis, into the interior of New-Spain, took place, 
in which he passed through various Indian nations, {rum the Missi 
sippi tothe Rio Grande. 
In my former communications, I stated what eppeared to be 
neevssary on the character and movements of this celebrated aus 
venturer. I shall only add here, that, although bis apparent 
object was the establishment of a traffic with the people of Newer 
Spain, yet it merely served to cover the design of exploring the 
Spanish territories, and of extending the settlements of his cour- 
trymen therein. As soon as his views were discovered, measures 
were taken in Mexico to counteract them, and vigorous orders 
issued by the court for the same purpose. It was this incident 
which produced the vigorous measures of the vice roy of Mexico, 





the duke of Linares, and the dispateh of the troops and misioua- 








